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LETTER LXXXyiri. 



* i 



A 



Cecilia Volanges to the Pjjimt 

de Valmont. 

■* r 

.THOUGH I have the%reat. 

eft pleafure in receiving the Cheva- 
lier Danceny's letters, and I wifh as 
ardently as he does, we might, fee 
each other, without interruption,- yet I 



pofe. 



wo 



gerous 
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the key you dcfire I ihottH put th&e 



ptaoe <rf (be other rcienbks k pretty 
much, it is true : but ftill there is 
ibme difference, and mama is fo ex- 
cecdingly watchful, that toothmg <£ 
capes her ; be fides, though it has not 
been ufed fincc we ca ine here, an ac- 
cident might happen, and if it was 
miffed, I fhould be ruined for ever. 
Moreover, it would be very wrong to 
have a double key.; that would be 
too much: it is true, you Would take 

the management of it youtfelf •, but 

1 

yet if it fhould come to be known, 
atl the reproach would fall on me, as 
it would be done for me ; not that 
ere is any difficulty in the matter, 
and I twice had a mind to take it, but 
fomething came over me, and I was 
feized with fach a tremor, my refolu- 
tton failed me. 1 believe, then, we 
had better remain as we are* 




If you will be fo good to continue 

your friendlhip as you have done hi- 

therto, 
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thcrto, you will always find an oppor- 
tunity to deliver me a letter, Evco 
the laft I ftiould have had very readi- 
ly, had it not been for the accident 



of your turning about fo fuddenly. I 
am very fenfiblc, you cannot be al- 
ways taken up with thole matters as I 

am : but I would rather have a little 
patience than run fuch rifles. I am 
certain Mr. Panceny would be of the 
fame opinion : for whenever he want- 
ed any thing I was not inclined to, he 

inftaritly gave it up. 

Tou will find, Sir, with this letter, 

your own, Mr. Danceny's, and your 

key. I am* neverthelefs, extremely 
obliged to you for' your kindneS, 
which I entreat you to continue to 
me. I am, indeed, very miferable, 
and fliould be much more fo, were it 
not for you : but (he is my mother, 



and I muft have patience j and pro- 
vided Mr. Danceny will always love 

B 2 me, 
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me, and you do not defert me, I may 
yet, perhaps, be happy, 

I have the honour to be, 
with the utmoft gratitude, 

Sir, 

your muft humble and 



obedient fervant. 



Sept. 26, 17 



LETTER LXXXIX. 



I r 



*the Fif count deV almost to the Che- 
valier Danceny. 




F your affairs do not go pn tjuite fo 

rapidly as you wifh, my dear friend, 
it is not altogether my fault. I have 
many obftacles to encounter here. 
Madame de Volanges* vigilance and 
feverity are not the only ones; your 
young friend alfo throws fome in my 
way. Whether it.proceeds from cold- 

nefs, 



r 
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nefs, or timidity, ftie will not always 
do what I advife her; and yet I think 
I fhould know better thaft (he what is 
proper to be done. 

1 had propofed an eafy, commo- 
dious, and fafe way of delivering your 
letters to her, and even to fmooth the' 
way of the interviews you wifh Yor fo 
much; but I have not been able to 
determine her to mak« ufe of it. - This 
gives me the mote concern, as I can't 
think of any other meansf of bringing 
you together; and I am even incef- 
fantly terrified at the danger we all 
three are expbfcd to or> account of 
your correfpondence •, you may then 

Very vtefl imagine, I do notohufc to' 

rifle myfelf, nor expofe you both to it. 
Still it would give me" the greatcft 
uneafinefs, that your little friend's 
want of confidence in me fhouid de- 
prive me of the pleafure of being 
ufeful to you j I think you would do 
well to write to her on the fubjeft. 

B 3 Aft 
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Aft as you think proper j you arc to- 
determine ; for it is not enough that 
we- ferve our friends : we muft ferve 
them in the manner the moft pleating 
to themfelves. It might be alfo one 
other means of afcertaining the de- 
gree of her a&ltion for you *, for the 
woman who retains a will of her 
own, does not love to that degree fhe 
ought. Not that I have any fufpi- 
cion of her conftancy : but (he is very 
young ; (he is in great awe of her mo* 
ther, who you already know t« b& 

your enemy; therefore it might be 
dangerous ta fuffer her to wain her 
mind from you: however, I would, 
not have you make yourfelf in the 
leaft uneafy > as it i» the folicitade of 
friendship only, and not any diffidence- 
whatever, that makes me fo explicit. 

I muft break off, as I have fome 
important matters of my own to at- 
tend. 1 am not fo far advanced as 

you are ; but my paffion is as ardent ^ 



y 



that 
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that is my confolation. And was I to 
be unfuccefsful in my own, it would 
be- a plcafure to think, my time has 
been well employed if I can be ufe- 
rul in your's. Adieu, my dear friend I 

Cafilt of 
Sept. 26, 17 




LETTER XC. 



fU VrtJtAtntt de Towel to tU *y« 

count de Yajlmont. 




Much with, Sir, this letter may not 
give you uneafinefs ; or, if it fhould, 
I hope it will be alleviated by that 
which I confefs I now experience in 

writing to you. You flwuld, I think, 

by this time be fufficiendy acquainted 
with my fentiments, to be aflured I 
would not willingly afflict you t-, and 
latter myfelf, you are incapable of 

B 4 making 
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making me for ever miferable. I be* 

'feech you, then, by the tender friend- 

lhip I have profefTed, and thofe fofter 

fentiments, and more fincere than any 

you have for me, let us no longer fee 
one another. Leave me-, and until 
then, let us avoid particularly thole 
dangerous conventions, when by an 
unaccountable attraftion I am loft in 
attending to what I ought not to liften 
to, and forget what I intend to fay. 

When you joined company with me 
in the park yefterday, 1 fully intend- 
ed telling you what I am now about 
to write. What was the confequence ? 
Why to be totally engaged oh a fub- 
je& to which 1 ought never to liften : 
your love. For heaven's fake ! de- 
part from me. Fear not that abfence 
fhould alter my fentiments for you j 
far how can I pofiibly overcome them, 

F 

when I am no longer able to contend 
with them. You fee I confefs my 
weaknefs, and I dread lets to own it 

than 



x 
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than I do to yield to it : but the com- 
mand I have loft over my mind, I 
will ftill preferve 'over my s&ions ; 
this 1 am determined on, were it at 
the expence of life. 

Alas 1 the time is not very diftant, 
ttmt I imagined myfclf proof againft 
fuch temptations. 1 felicitated my- 
felf on it, I fear, Wo much ^ I was, 
perhaps, too vain of it ; and Heaven 
has punifhed, and cruelly .punifhed* 
that pride: but all-mcrciful, even in 
the hour in which it ftrikes us, it 
warns me again before an utter fall ; 
and I fhould be doubly guilty, if, 
being fenfible of my weaknefs, I 
fhould abandon my prudence. 

You have often told : me, you would 
not defire a happinefs purchafed at 
the expence of my tears. Let us n9 
longer talk of happinefs j let me, at 
leaft,- regain fomc degree oi- tranquiL- 

lity. 

8 5 I» 
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In acceding to my requeft, what 
frefti claims will you not acquire over 
my heart, and thofe founded upon 
virtue ! How I fhall enjoy my grati- 
tude ! I (hall owe to you the happi- 
nefs of entertaining, without any re* 
morfe, a fentiment of the moft deli- 
cious kind. Now, on the contrary, 
llartled at my fentiment* and my 
thoughts, I am equally afraid of oc- 
cupying my mind either with you or 
myfelf. The very idea of you terri- 
fies m$. When I cannot fly from it 
I combat it. I do not baniih it, but 

repulfe it. 

Is it not better for. us to terminate 
this ftate of trouble and anxiety ? 
You, whole tender heart has even in 
the midft of errors remained the friend 
of virtue, you will attend to my dif- 
treffed fituation ; you will not rejeft 
my prayer. A milder but as tender 
an attachment will fucceed thefe vio* 
lent agitations. Then regaining my 

exiftence 
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exiftence through your beneficence, I 
will cherifti that exiftence, and will 
fay in the joy of my heart, the calm I 
now feel I owe to my friend. 

By fubmitting to fome flight pri- 
vations, which I do net Impofe upon 
you, but intreat you to yield to, 
will you think a termination of my 
fufferings too dearly purchafed ? Ah ! 
if to render you happy, . there was 
only my own confent that I fhould be 
unhappy, you may rdy on it, I fhould 

not hefitate a moment : but to become 
^criminal! no, my friend, I fhaH pre* 

fer a thoufand deaths. 

Even now, affailed by (hame > and on 
the eve of remorfe, I dread all others 
and tnyfelf equally. I Wulh when in 
any circle, and feel a horror when in 
folitude. I no longer lead any but a 
life of grief. I can only re-eftablifh 
my tranquillity by your confent j my 
mod laudable refolutions are infuffi- 
cient to afford me fecurity. I have 

B 6 formed 
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formed the refolution I have juft men- 
tioned no longer than yefterday, and 
yet have paffed the laft night in tears* 
Behold your friend, her whom you 
love, confounded, and fupplicating 
you for the prefeivation of her repofe 
and her innocence. Oh, heaven ! 

^ 

would lhe ever but through your 
means have been reduced to make 

X" i 

fuch humiliating entreaties ! I, how* 
ever/ do not reproach you with any 
thing. I feel too fenfibly, from the 

i 

experience of myfelf, how difficult it 
is to refift fa over-ruling a fentuaent. 
A lamentation fuch as mine ought not 
to be deemed a murmur. Do, from 
generofuy what I do from duty •, and 
to all the fentiments you have infpired 
me with, I Ihall add that of eternal 
gratitude. Adieu, adieu, Sir ! 

From 
Sept. 27, 17 
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LETTER XCL 



pv- 



Vifcount de Valmont to the Trefidente 

de Tourveu 



. * 




l h 



LUNGED into conftcmatipn as I 

. am by your letter, how fhall I anfwer 
it, Madam ? Poubtlefs, if the alter- 

native is your unhappinefs or mine, it 
is my duty to Sacrifice rnyfelf, ,and I 
do not hefitate to do it : but concerns 
fo interefting, merits I think, full dif- 
cuflion and elucidation; and how 

w 

fhall we arrive at that, ' if we are np 
longer to fee or fpeak to on* ahotfeer. 

What! whilft the rtoft tender fenr 
timents unite us,, fhall a vain terror 
be able $o feparate us, perhaps, for 
ever 1 Shall tender friendfliip and ar* 
dent love ifi vain endeavour to a#ert 
their rights, and their voices remain 

4 unat- 
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unattended to ! And why ? what is 
this very urgent danger which- threa- 
tens yon ? Ah ! believe me, fuch fears, 
and fears taken up fo lightly, are in 
themfelves fufficiently powerful mo* 

lives for your confidering yourfelf in 
a ftate of fecurky. 

Permit me to tell you, I can here 
trace again the unfavourable imprefc 



lions which have been made upon 




you witlv regard to me* No woman 

i — 

trembles at the man foe efteems. No 
woman banishes him in a marked man- 
ner; whom fhe has thought worthy 
of fome degree of friend (hip. It is 
the dangerous man who is feared and 
fled. 

And yet, was there ever a perfon 
more rcfpeftful and fubmiffive than I ? - 
You muft perceive it. Guarded in 
my language, 1 no longer permit my* 
ielf thofe appellations fo fweet, fb dear 
to my heart, and which that heart un- 

ceafingly applies to you fecretly. It 
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is no longer the faithful and unfortu- 
nate lover receiving the advice and 
confolatioft of a tender and feeling fe- 
male friend. I am in the fituattori of 
the accufed before his judge, of the 
flave before his lord. Thefe new ti- 
ties certainly impofe on me duties : t 
bind myfelf to fulfil them all. Hear 
me, and if you condemn me,. I fub* 
fcribe to my fentenee and depart, f 

_ *■ 

will go farther. Do you prefer that 
defpotifm which decides without a 

hearing ? Do you feel bold flefs enough 
to commit an aft of injuftiee ? Give 
your orders ; you ftaH be obeyed. 

But let me have this fentenee or or* 
der from your mouth. But why ? You * 
will tell me in your turn. Ah ! if yofc 

F 

put fuch a queftion* you are a ftranger 
to love and to my heart. Is it nothing 
to fee $rou ? I repeat k again. Even 

4 

when you fhall ftrike defpair to my 
foul, perhaps a confoling glance will 
prevent its finking. In a word; if I 

muft 
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muft renounce love and friend (hip, 
the only props of my exiftence, at 
leaft you will behold your works, and I 
(hall engage your compaffiom Though 
I fhould not even deferve this fmall 

^ 

m 

favour, I think I fubmit to pay dear- 
ly enough for it, to give me hopes of 

^ 

obtaining it. What, you are about to 
banifli me from you ! You can con- 
fent, then, that we Ibould become ut- 
ter ftrangers to oneanother ! What do 
I fay? It is the wifh of your heart ; 
and whilft you affure me that my ab- 
sence Hull not prejudice me in your 
fentiments, you only haften my de- 
parture, in order more fecurely to ef- 
fect their deftru&ion, which you be- 
gin even now, by talking of fubfti- 
tuting gratitude in their place. Thus 
you offer me only that fentiment which 
a fbranger would infpire yoa^ith for 
a flight fervice * that kind of fenti- 
ment wllich you would feel for an 
♦enemy ddifting from premeditated 

injury^ 
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injury ; and you expcft my heart tor 
be content with this. Interrogate 
your own. If a lover, a friend, fhould 
ever come to talk to you of gratitude, 

\yould you not fay to him with indig- 

nation, Withdraw, you are a worth*- 

i 

lefs man ? 

I fhall here ftop, and repeat, my. re- 
quefts oT your indulgence. Pardon 
the expreflions of grief of which you 
are the c$ufe * they ibali not interfere 
with my perfefl: fubmiffion : but I con- 
jure you in turn, in the name of thofc 
tender, fenuments which you yourfelf 
refort to with me, refufe not to hear; 
and from mere compaffion for the ag- 
gravated diftrefs you have plunged me 
in, defer not the moment in Which 
you will condefcend to hear me* 
Adieu, Madam ! 







Sept. 7, 1 7—, at night. 
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Chevalier Danceny to tb*Vi{mntd* 

m 

Vaimomt. 



x OUR letter, my daar friend, has- 
overwhelmed me with forrow. Hea- 



vens ! Is it poffible Cecilia no longer 
loves, her Danceny L Yes, 1 plainly 

fee it through the veH your friend- 
fhtp has thrown over it*. You wifbed 
to prepare me for this mortal ftab ; I 
thank you for> your care : but a lover 
is not thus to> be deceived $ he antici- 
pates his concerns; he is not to team 
bis fate, he prefages it. I have no 

longer any doubt of mine.- I entreat 
you to inform me, withal €vafion > 
from whence your fufpicions arife, 
and what confirms them; the moft 

minute trifles are important. Recoi- 
led. 
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k& particularly her exprefiions. A 
word may alter a phrafe, or bear a 

double meaning. You may have mi f- 
taken her. 

Alas, I endeavour (till to Matter 
myfclf. What did (he fey ? Has (be 
any thing to reproach me with h 
Does fhe not attempt to excufe her- 
fclf ? I might have forefeen this alter* 
ation by alt the difficulties (be hat 
lately flawed. Love adsaits no oh* 
ftacles." "* 

What- am I to do ? What wo»ld 

you advife me to ? Is it then impofiV 
ble to fee. her? Abfence is fudi i. 
dreadful, fuch a fata) <— and fhe re* 
fufes the means yon propofed to fee 
me ! You don't* however, tell me 
what it was.; if it really was dange- 
rous,, (he » convinced I would not. 
have her rfcn a great rifle : however, I 

am fatisfied of your prudence, and 
pay no regard to any ot her con fide ra- 



tion. 



What 
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\\ riat will now become of me ? 
How (hall I write to her ? If I hint 
niy fufpicions, lhe will probably be 

grieved j and (hould they be ill 

grounded,- how (hall I ever forgive 
myfelf for having given her caufe for 

affii&ion ? If I conceal them, it is de- 
ceiving her, and I cannot diffem- 
ble it. 

Oh! could (he but knpw what I 
foffer, my diftrefs would JWHrfe her, 

rite 

for (he is tender, has a mod Excellent 

heart, and I have a ttioufand proofs 

of her afFe&ion. Too much timidity, 
Ibrne diftrefs, (he is young, and her 
mother treats her fo feverely. I will 

write to her ; yet I will contain my- 
felf, and will only beg of her to leave 
the management of every thing to you. 
K (he (hould even dill refufe, (he can- 
not at lead be angry witt^me, and 
perhaps (he may confent. 
- I beg ten thoufand pardons, my 
dear friend, both for her and myfelf. 

Give 



-t 
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Give me leave to allure you, (he is 

w 

very fenfible of the trouble you have 
had, and is .exceedingly grateful. It 
is not diftruft, it is^nerely timidity. 
Have a little compaffion for her weak- 
nefs, the higheft attribute of friend- 
fliip. Your's to me is ineftimable, 
and I am really at a lofs how to ex- 
prefs my gratitude. Adieu! I am 
juft going to write to her. 

Alf my fears return on me/ I could 
not have believed yefterday, when it 
would have been my greateft happi- 
nefs, that I fbould now experience (o 
much diftrefs in writing to her. 

Adieu, my dear friend! continue 
your friendfhip, and companionate 
me. 



Paris, Sept.' 27 , 17 
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Chevalier DangenY to Cecilia Vo 



LANCES. 



I CANNOT conceal my affli&ion 
at hearing from Valmont how much 

you ft ill diftruft him. You know he 
is my friend, and the only perfon who 

can give us an opportunity of feeing 
each other : I fondly imagined this 
would have been a fiifficient recom- 
mendation, but am very forry to find 
I am miftaken. May I, however, hope 
to know your reafons? There are, 
perhaps, fome obftacles that prevent 
you ; I cannot, however, without 
your aid, guefs at this myfterious con- 
dud. I dare not entertain any fuf- 
picion of your aflfe&ion, neither would 



yop deceive mine. Ah, Cecilia! 



i 



It 



* 



"CONNECTIONS. 2$ 

It is, then, pall a doubt, that you 

have refufed an eafy, commodious, and 

fafe way * of feeing me. And is it 

thus I am beloved ? Has fo -fbort an 

abfence altered your fentiments"? 

Why, then, deceive me ? Why tell 

me you ftill love me, and even ftill 

more ? Has your mama, by deftroying 

your affe&ion for me, alfo deftroyed 

your candour? If, -however, fhe has 

•: not left you deftitute of compaffion, 

■ you -wiirfeel for the pangs you oc- 

■cafionrae, which death cannot even 

equal 
Tell me, then, have I for ever loft: 

•ryour heart ? Am I totally forgotten ? 
•I know not when you will hear my 
* complaints, nor when they will be 
. anfwered. Valmont's friendfhip had 

fecured our correfpondence, but you 
rejefted it; you thought it trouble- 



'-■• Danceny docs not know the way j he only 
■epeats Valmont's expreflion* 

2 forae j 
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fomej it was too frequent. Never 
more will I confide in love or in pro- 
mifes. Who is to be believed, when 
Cecilia deceives me ? 

Am I no longer, then, your be- 
loved Danceny ? No, that is not pof- 
fiblej you deceive your own heart, 
A tranfitory apprehenfion, a momen- 
tary gloom, caufes my prefent diftrefs, 
whichlove will foon difpcL : is it not 

fo, my adorable Cecilia ? Yes, it is, 
ahd'I am much to blame for accufing 
you. How happy fliall I be to dif~ 

cover my error, and repair it by 
foothing apologies and never-ending 
love. - 

Cecilia, lovely Cecilia, take pity on 
me$ confent to fee me •, form the plan 
yourfelf: this is the confequence of 
abfencefj fears, doubts, and perhaps 
coolnefs. One fingle glance, a word 
only, and we fliall be happy. But 

w 

why mention happinefs ? Mine is, 

perhaps, at an end, and that for ever. 
,f: " Tortured 
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Tortured with apprehcnfions, fufpen- 
ded between doubts and fears, I can- 
not form a rcfolution. My exigence 

love and fufferiogs : You 
alone, my Cecilia! are the arbitrels 
of my fate; you alone can decide 
on my happinefs or njifcry* 

Paris, Sept. 27, 17 
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LETTER XCIV. 



Ceciha Volanges to the Chevalier 

Danceny. 




CANNOT conceive a word of 

your letter, it gives me much 

uneafinefs. What, then, has M. de 
Val moot wrote to you ? Can you 
think I no longer love vou ? Perhaps 
it would be much better for me if it 
was otherwife, for I mould not be fo 
tormented as I am. ; it is really hard, 
V0J..IH. C that 
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that, loving as I do, you (hould al- 
ways think me wrong; and in* 
(lead of receiving confolation in my 
afflictions, the caufe of all ity troubles 
ihould proceed from you. You ima> 
gine I deceive and mifreprefent mat* 
ters to you. Upon my word you have 
a good opinion of me : But even fup- 
pofe it the cafe, what would it avail 
me ? Certainly, if I ceas'd loving you, 
all my friends would be glad of it j 
but it is my misfortune I cannot, and 
muft love a man who is not in the 
Jeaft obliged to me. 

What have 1 done, then, to put 
you fo much out of temper ? I was 
afraid to take a key, left my mama 
fixmki difcover it, and bring more 
trouble on you and me-, moreover, 
I did hot think it right. How dkl I 

know whether I was acting right or 

wrong, as you knew nothing ef - the 
matter, arid it was Mr.-Valmont only 
that mentioned it ? Now that I know 

you 



© 
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you 'would wifh me to do it t I will 
take it to-morrow » then, I fuppofe, 



you will be fatisfied -* Mr. dc VaU 
rnont rhay be your friend, for ought 
I know, but I think I love you fit 
well as he does at leaft j and yet he 
t9 always right, aftd I a hi wrong. -* 

^ 

I aflure you, I am very angry ; how* 

ever, that gives- you nq great; uneafir 
nefs, as you know I am ibpp paci- 
fied : when I have the key, I can fee 
you whenever I pleafe : if you behave 
in this manner, though, I will not 



wifh for it j I can better bear niy own 

troubles than thofe you bring on me. 




We-migpt be happy ftill, only for 
the little difagrteable occurrences 
thrown in our. way ; if I was my 
own miftrefs, you would have qo rea- 

i 

fon to complain : 'But, if you will not 
believe me, we (hall always be very 
miferabjej yet k fhati not be my 
fault. I hope we (hall foon fee each 
other, and then (hall have no reafon 



be 
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Could I have forefeen all this, the 
Jeey mould have been in my poffeffion ; 



but, indeed, I thought I was doing 
right. Do not be angry with me, I 

beg of you. Don't afflid yourfelf any 
more, and love me as much as I love 
you ; then I fhall be happy. Adieu, 
my dear friend. 

From the cafile of 
S$t. 28, 17 



LETTER XCV. • 
Cecilia Volanges to the Vifcount 



de Valmont. 



S I R, 



X BEG you will return me the key 
you gave me to put in the place of 
the other ; fince it muft be fo, I mull 



agrf e to it. 



I don't 



COHNECTIONS, »» 

I don't know why you Ihould 

write to Mr. Danceny, I did not love 
him : I do&'t think I ever gave you 
any reafon to fay fo ; it has given us 

both a great deal of uneafinefs : -— I 
know you have a friendfhip for him, 
therefore ihould not fret him nor me 
neither. I ihould be much obliged to 
you if, when you write to him next, 
you would a flu re him of the contrary ; 
for he repofes his confidence in you : 
nothing gives me fo much trouble as 
not to be believed when I fay a 

thing. 

As to the key, you- -may make 1 
yourfelf perfectly eafy ; I remember 
ail you wrote me very well ; but if 
you have your letter ftill by you, and 
will give it to me at the fame time, I 
aflure you I (hall take particular no- 
lice of it. If you contrive to give 
it me to-morrow as we go to dinner, 
I would give you the other key the 
day after at break faft, and you could 

C 3 return 
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return it to me in the &me way you 

did the firft. Pray do not defer it 
jny lopaer, as we ought not to give 
Mams* an opp<?rtunity to difcover it. 

When you have once got poffeffion 



of the key, you will be fo good to 



+ 

make ufe qf it to take my letters ; 

and by this mtans Mr. Danceoy will 
oftener hear from me, which will 
be much more convenient than at 



prefenr. I w»s ? good deal frightened 
at firft, which \ hope you will be fo 
good to excufe ; and that you will,. 

neverthelefs, continue your friendship 
as heretofore: you may depend on 
my gratitude 

I have the honour to be, 

SIR, 
Your moft obedient 



Humble Servant. 



Sept. 2 E, 17 
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LETTER XCVI. 



Hfcounl it VaLMONt to the Marcbio- 



, v 



nefi de Msrteuil. 




DARE fay, you have been in 
daily expe&ation of my compliments 
and tulogiums on your adventure » I 
even pake no doubt but my long 
fiience may have put you a little, out 
of temper : But to fum up all, I will 
freely own I have ever thought, that 

when one had nothing but praife to 

offer a woman, he might fafely trflft 
to her&lf, aftd employ his time oh 
oiher matters. Yet I rmift thank you 
for my (hare in it, and congratulate 
you^wi your own. 1 will even r &* : 
this once, to make you petfeclSy feifh» 
py, agree you have much furpafled 
my expectations. And now let as 

G 4 fee,, 
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fee, whether, on my fide, I have not 
partly fulfilled yours. 

Madame de Toutvel is not the fub- 
jeft we are how on j her flow pro- 
ceedings do not meet your approba- 
tion; you like to hear of bufinefs 
done ; long- (pun fcenes difguft you ; 
but I never before experienced the 
pleafure I do now in thofe pretended 
delays. 

Yes, I enjoy it; to fee this pru- 
dent woman, entangled imperceptibly 

in a path from whence fhe cannot re- 
turn y whofe rapid and dangerous de- 
clivity hurries her on again ft her will, 
and foi ces her to follow me — then, 
frightened at the danger, would, but 
cannot flop ; — her anxiety and wari- 
nefs make her fteps flow, but ftill 

they mud fucceed each other. Some- 
times, not daring to view the danger, 
{he fhuts her eyes, and abandons her- 
fclfto my care. New dreads often 

reanimate her efforts; and, in her 

grievous 



• 
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grievous fright, (he again endeavours 

to return, waftes her fbrength to climb 
painfully a ihort fpace j and foon, by 

a magic power, finds herfelf nearer, 
the danger (he vainly endeavoured to 
fly. . Then, having no other guide or 
fupport but me, without thinking any 
longer of reproaching me "with her in* 
evttable fall, (he implores me to pro - 
traft it. Fervent prayers, humble 
fupplications, alL that terrified mortals 
offer up* to the Divinity, I receive 
from hen and you would have me _ 

be deaf to her vows, to deftroy tlwr* 

worlhip ihe renders me, and employ 

the power (He invokes to fopport her, 

in hurling her into deftru&ionr Let 

me at lead have time to contemplate 

this affWfcrng ftruggle between lov* 
and virtue; 

Is not thte, thfen, theexhibition yoi* 
By to at the theatre with fo much 
avidky, and applaud with fo much 



> 



ardour? And 



<ri 



can 
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be left endearing in realizing it ? 
The fentimcnts of a pure and tender 
heart, which dreada the happinefs it 
wi&ei, and eea&t not to defend itfel£ 
when it even ccafat to rtfift, you ea- 
tbufiaflicaUy admire :. And pray, is 
tht ruHng principle: of this great work 

to be rejected ? 
Yet, tbofe are the delicious enjoyw 

mennti thb celeftiat woman daily offers 

me, and you reproach me for rtlilhing 

thftfflu A Us ! the time will come too 

ibon t when, degraded by her fall, 1 

'fiwll view ber with as much indiffer- 
ence a& another. 
But I wander; for, fpeakingof 

her, I forget that I did not intend 
even to mention her. An unknown 
power impels me, and incefl&ntjy re- 
calls her to me when I am even in- 
juring her : let me banifh this dange- 
rous idea, be myfelf again, and enter- 
tain you with a mope agreeable ad- 
venture. Your late pupil, now b«K 

i come 
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ome mine, fhall be the fobjeeH - % and 





now, I hope, yoofll again know your 

friend. 

Having, foe a few days paft, been 

more, gently treated by my charming 
devotee, and cowfcquently more 

engaged, I obfemd the tittle Vobmgw 
was really handfome; and flat if iC 
ridacufeWT in Danceny to be in 
love: With Kerv it would be no lefs fo' 
ift mc bod to embrace a. diffipatioas 
tAat my iblitude called for. I even- 

thought it an aft of juftiee, H> Kepay 
myfeif for the trouble ihad had wirfc 
her: I recofte&ed, alio, chat you of- 
fered her to me before Danceny hack 
any pretentions to her ; and thought 
myfelf welJ! grounded in aflerting cer- 
tain' rfightt, «hich he claimed oftly 
from my re'fotal audi abdication., The 



engaging man 1 of the littte -crea- 

tnre r her pretty mouths her chtlditii jL, 



air y even het autew^dweis, ftrength- 
encd thofe fcge: pefiettiofts, I derar- , 

C 6 rtintdJ 
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mined to a& conformably, and fuc- 
cefs has crown'd the enterprize. I 
think I fee you all impatience to know 
how I fupplanted the cherifhed lover, 
the feducing arts fit to be employed 
for fuch a tender age, and fo unex- 
perienced : fpare yourfelf the trouble, 
for I employed none. — Whilft you, 
managing with dexterity the arms of 
your fex, triumph by artifice, I, in a 
manly way, fubdue by authority, 
fure of my prey, if I can clofe with 
it. 1 had no occafion for diffimula- 

lion, but to get it within my reach, 
and that I made ufe of fcarcely de- 
ferves the name. 

I took the advantage of the fir ft 
letter Danceny wrote to his fair one, 
and, after having made the fignal 
agreed on, inftead of employing my 
addfefs to deliver it, I contriv'd ob- 
ftacles to prevent it; and, feigning 
a mare in the impatience this excited, 
pointed out the remedy after caufing 
the evil. 

The 
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The young thing is lodged in an* 
apartment that opens into the gallery, 
and the mother, very properly, k 

the key. Nothing, then, was wanting 
but to get poffeffion of the key, and 
nothing more eafy in die execution: 
I afked for it for two hours, only to* 
have another made by it: then cor- 
refporidence, interviews, no&urnal* 
rendezvous, all were convenient and 
fafe : but, would you believe it, the: 
timid child was frightened, and re* 
fufed. Any other would have been 
driven to defpair : to me it was a mo 
poignant pleafure, I mote to Dan- 
ceny, complaining of this denial -,- 
and was fo fuccefiful, that the thought- 

lefs youth urged, nay even exa&ed of 
his timid miftrefs, that fhe fliould 

agree to my requeft, and give herfelf 
up to my difcretion. 
I.muft own myfelf well 

change my character, and that the 

young man fhould do for me what he 

expe&ed 
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expeded I was to do for him. This- 
idea enhaac'd the value of the adven- 
ture ; and, as fooa as I got pofiHHoa 
of the ddiciout key, I loft no time : 

if was kft night. 

When 1 was; afiurtd att were at reft 
in the Cattle,, taking my dark lantern 
and in a proper toilette for die hoafl 

3ad circumftance^ I paid my fitft vifit 
to your papik Every thing had been 
prepared (and that by herfclf) to pre^ 
vent noife : £he was in her fir ft flecpy 



& that I was by her bed fide without 



Waking ben I was as fitft tempted) 
to go on: farther, audi make* every! 

thing pafsifof a : dreamy tort dreading 
the: eflfefta of & &rprim,„ and the coo-, 
fequences naturaHy attendant, 1 chofei 
» awaked* pretty fletper caution fly, 
whfchr I e&dledr without, the aiawn h 
dreaded. 

r After having ; calmed her firft fears, 
as I did not cotnMhere to chai^ £ 



-ventured to* take fame liberties r thny 
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did not, certainly, inform her in the 
convent, to how many different dan- 
gers timid innocence is expofed, and 
all that ihe had' to take care of to 
guard againft a furprizc j. for, ufing 
all her ftrengtb to prevent a kife,. 

which was only a farfe attack, fee 

left all the reft defencele&i how was 
it pofiMe to refill the temptation 
I then ehahged ray attack, and im- 
mediately took po&ffion of the poft. 
At that inftant we had both like to 
be undone; the little girl, feared, waa- 
in eacneft going to cry out y happily^ 
her voice was (lifted wkh her tears 1 

ihe flung herfelf, alfo, on the firing, 
©f the bell,, but I held bet «m 
pormnely. 
w What are you about I (then (aio> 

w I) Will you ruin yourfetf for ever ?' 
" Do you think you will be able t» 
pcrfuade any one that I am herb 
without your coflfcnt f Who bwe 

" yourfelf couldfiappiy mti che* rfieaeiMi 

"of 



« 
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u of getting in ? — And this key that 

" I had from you, which I could not 
H have from any one elfe, will you 

" take it upon you to tell the ufe it 
" was defigned for ?" — This ihort 
fpeech did not calm either grief of 
anger, but it brought on fubmiffion. 
I don't know whether I had the ton© 
of eloquence, but certain I am I had 
not the action : one hand employed 
for ftrength, the other for love, what 
orator could pretend to gracefulnef* 
in fuch a fituation ?• If you conceive 
it right, you muft own,, at leaft, io 
was very favourable, for* the- attacks 
but I know nothing ;. and,. as you fay, 
the fimpleft creature* a. boarding, 
fchool girl, would lead me like a- 
child. 

She was in the utmoft affii&ion, bur 
felt the neceffity of coming to fome 
refolutton, and entering into a compo- 
fition. Being inexorable to prayers,' 

Hie proceeded to offers: you think, 

perhaps, 
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perhaps, I fold this important poft 

very dear ; by no means ; I promifed 
every thing forakifs; however, the 
kifs taken, I did not keep my word ; 
my reafons were good: it had not 
been agreed whether it fhould be given 
or taken; by dint of bargaining we 
agreed on a fecond, and that was to be 
received j then guiding her trembling 
arms round me, and prcfling her with 
one of mine more amoroufly, the -fofe 
kifs was not only received, but per- 
fectly received in fuch a manner, that 
love could not have done it better. 
So much plain dealing deferved to be 
rewarded, and I immediately granted 
the requeft : the hand was withdrawn, 
but, I don't know by what accident, 

I found myfelf in its place. You now 
fuppofe me very alert, and in great 
hafte, don't you ? — Not in the leaft ; 
I have already told you I delight in 
delays : when one is once certain of 
coming; to the end of the journey* 
what occafion for hafte? 

Serioully, 
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Serioufly, I was glad, for once, to 
obferve the power of opportunity ; 
and it was here diverted of all foreign 
aid. She had, however, love to com- 

b»t with i and love, fiippofted by 

modefty and fhame, {lengthened by 
tbe bad humour I had put her in, ' 
There was nothing in my favour 
but opportunity; — it was there, 

always ready, always prefent, and love; 
abfentf 

4 

. To be certain in my obfer vationa, 

I- was fo mifchievous to employ no 

more force than what could' be eafily 

combated: only, if my charming ene- 
my, abufitfg my cbndefcenfion, at- 
tempted to efcape me, I iept her in 
awe, by the fame dread whole happy 

effe&s I ~had already experienced. 
At length the tender, lovely girl* 
v^thout farther trouble, ftrftromplted* 

i 

and then confeated: not but that, 
after the firft moment, reproaches' and 



tears returned together*— * I can't tell 

whether 



/ 
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whether 'true or feigned * but, as \i 
always happens, they ceafed as fobn 

F 

ai I began to give firclh caufe for 
them. At laft, from weaknefs to re- 
proach, arid from reproach to weak- 
nefs, we feparated, perfe&ly fafisfled 
with each other, and equally agreed 
for the rendezvous this night* 

I retired to my apartment at the 
dawn of day, quite exhaufted with fa- 
tigue and fleep ; yet I facrificed one 
and the other to my inclination to be 
at breakfaft in the morning. I am 

paffionately fond of the next day's 
exhibition. You cannot conceive 
any thing like 1 this. It was a confu- 
fion in the countenance, a difficulty 
in the walk, dejedted eyes fo fwelled, 
and the round vifage fo lengthened, 
nothing could be fo grotefque ; and the 
mother, for the firft time, alarmed at 
this fudden alteration, feemed to fliow 
a deal of *fFe&ion for her ; and the 
Prefidente alio, who feemed to be 

much 
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much concerned for her. As to her 
cares, they are only lent ; for the day 
will come, and it is not far off", when 
they may be returned to her. 

Adieu, my lovely friend } 
OB, i, 17 



LETTER XCVII. 



Cjjoima Volanges u tbt Manbiih. 

ne/i de Merteuil. 




?■ 



H, Madam ! I am the mbft mi- 

ferable creature on earth j my afflic- 
tion is very great, indeed. To whom 
fhall I fly for confolation ? or whe* 
will give me advice in my diftrefs I 
Mr. de Valmont and Danceny — the? 
very name of Danceny diffracts me— 
How fhall I begin.? How (hall I tell 
you ? — I don't know how to go about 

it i my heart is full — I muft,. how- 

ever,. 
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ever, diiburthen myfelf to fome one ; 
and you are the only perfon in whom 
I can or dare confide > you have been 
fo kind to me. But I am no longer 
worthy of your friendfhip; I will even 
fay, I do not wifti for ir. Every one 
here has been uneafy about me, and 
they only augmented my grief; I am 
fo convinced I am unworthy of it. 
Rather fcold me, abufe me, for I am 
guilty j yet fave me from ruin. If 
you do not companionate and advife 
me, I fhali expire of grief. 

I muft tell you then — my hand 
(hakes fo, I can hardly hold the pen, 
and I am as red as fcarlet; but it is 
the blufli of fhame. Well, I will 
bear it, as the firtt punifliment of my 
crime. * I will relate the whole, 

I muft tell you that Mr. Valmont, 
who has always hitherto delivered 
me Mr. Danceny's letters, on a fud- 

den difcovered fo much difficulty in 
it, that he would have the key of my 

cham- 
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chamber, I aflure you, I was very 
muck againft it ; but he wrote to Dan* 
cfQ? about it; and Dance ny aifo in- 
filled on it. It gives me fd much 

pain to refufe him any thing, efp« 
cially finceour abfence, which makes 
him (o unhappy, that I con fen ted ; 
not in the leaft fufpeding what would 
be the confcquence. 

Yefterday Mr. Valmont made ufe of 
this key to get into my chamber while 
I was a flee p. I fo little expe&cd fuch 

a vifir, that I was greatly frighten- 



$ 



he fooke 



mmediately 



came to bring me a letter from Dan- 

■r 

ceny* No fuch *hing* He wanted 
to kifs me diredly ; and while I was 
ftruggling, he contrived to 
I would not have fuffercd for the 
whole world. But he would have a 
kifs firft ; which I was forced to com- 
ply with : for what could I do ? I en* 

deavoured 
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favoured to eati out; bar, feefides 
that I could ndt, he told me, that if 
My ofteftould come he wouM throw 
aft the fatfU : of»ifte; whifeh, indeed, 
was very eafy to be done pti account 
of the iey. After drat, he did not 
go away any more. Then he would 
have a feednd kifs ; and I don'e know 
how that tf as; bet it gave me a flrange 
perturfeatkm ; *wid after that it was 
ftitt worfe. Ait laft, after — but you 

mUft exarfemefrom idling tlie reft ; 

fbr V am as 'unhappy as it re pofiible. 

But what I reproach myfelf moft fbr, 
and that 1 can't h*lp mentioning, is, 
I am afraid I did not make as much 
refinance 19 1 could. I can't tell how 
it was, for certainly I don't love Mr. 
Valmont, but* on the contrary-, yet 
there wtre fome moments that I- was 
as if I lovM him — however, you may 
well think I always laid no: but 1 
was (enfibfe Fdid not do as I faid ; 

w 

aid it was? as if in fpite of me} and i 

was. 
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was, moreover, in great trouble. . If 
it is always fo hard to defend one's 
felf, one mull be very well ufed to it* 
Mr. de Valmont fpeaks to one in fuch 
a way, that one does not know bow 
to anfwer him: and would you be- 
lieve it, when he went away I was 

vexed ; and yet I was filly enough to 
confent to his coming again this night: 

that affli&s me more than all the reft. 

Notwithstanding, I promife you I 

will prevent him from coming. He 

was hardly gone, but I found I did 
very wrong to promife him, and I 
cried all the reft of the time. My 
greateft trouble is about Daoceny. 
Every time I think of him, my tears 
almoft choak me, and I am always 
tanking of him — and even now you 
may fee the efifeft, for the paper is 
wet with my tears. I (hall never be 
able to get the better of it, if it was 
only on his account* I was quite ex- 
faulted, and yet I could not clofe my 

eyes. 



«y«t. When I got mv audi 1<K>&4 
in the glafs, I was enough W frigb$A 

oae, 1 *a&ft aJaerecU 

peased, and afl&ed mt, whaJt WW Hmi 
leaner wkh we > I burft out orywg 
imraecKaiely. 1 thought Que wouki 
have daid me* and maybe that would 
not have been fo diftreffing to moi 
howev«p, it waa <juiw oxberwife ; &a 
fpoke to me with great mitdnds> 
which 1 did not dtferve. She defired 

i 

' I would not affift myfelf fa j but Afl 
did not know the caufc of my diftreft a 
and that I fhould ma^e myfelf fick. 
I often wifli I was dead, I coy Id 
hold out no longer. I flung myfelf 
in her arms, fobbing, and told her, 
<* Ah, mama ! your daughter is very 
u unhappy." Mama could no lon- 
ger conotin herfelf, and wept a li«K 
All this-increafed my forrow. For- 
tunately fhe did not afk- the reafon ; 

Vol. III. D f or 
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for if flic had, Ifliould not Known 

what to fay. : 

I entreat you* dear Madam, to 

^ 

write to me as foon as poffible, and 
inform me bow I am to a& j for I 
have no power to think of any thing, 
my affliftton is -fo great. Pleafe to 
inclofe your letter to Mr* Valmont : 
but if you write to him at the fame 
time, 1 entreat you not to mention a 
word of this. 
I have the honour to be, with great 

fricndfhip, Madam, your moft hum* 
ble and obedient fervant. 
I dare not fign this letter; 

08. J, 17 
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Madame dc Volanges to the Mar- 



t 
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Fctw days ago you applied to m«, 

r 

my charming friend, for advice. and 
confolacion \ it : is no#. my turn, and 

I am to make the > lame requeft you 
made to me for myfelf. I am really 

in great affliction, and ;f car I havt not 
taken the proper fteps to avoid »y 
prefent forrdw. 

, My uneafinefs is on account of my 
daughter. . Since our departure, I ob- 
feryed fhe was. always dejected and 
/melancholy ; that I expected, and af- 
fumed a feverity of behaviour which I 
judged neceflary ; , fljtteripg jnyfelf, 
that abfence and diffipation would 
foon baniih an affection, which I vie w- 

D 2 ed 
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hildifh error, rather than a 
deep-rooted paflion; but I am difap- 
pointed in. my expectations,, and ob- 

ferve fhe gives way more and more to 
a dangerous deje£ion. I am ferioufly 
alarmed for her health. Thefe few 
days pafr, particularly, there is a viS- 
bie alteration in her; and yefterday 
The a seeled me very much, and alarm*- 
ed us alL 

The ilrongeft proof I have of her 
being fenfibly affe&ed, is becaufe I 
find that awe fhe always flood in of 
me is. greatly dimimihed. Yefterday 
morning, on my only aiking her if fhe 
was indifpofed, fhe flung herfelf in my 
arms, faying, fhe was very unhappy, 
zn& fobbed and cried piteoufty. You 
can't conceive my grief; my eyes 
filled immediately ; I had fcarcely time 
to turn about, to prevent her feeing 
mec Fortunately, I had the prudence 
not to afe her any queftiens, and fhe 

did not venture to fay any thing more ; 

never- 
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fteverthfiefs, I am -confident k is this 
unhappy |>#ffibn di&urbs her. 

What refolutionfotiike, if kfhould 
laft, I know not. Shall I be -the caufe 
of my child's wvhap$>inefs ? Shall the 

nx>ft delicate fen&tions of the mvn\ y 
tendernefs and conftancy, be employ* 
ed sgfcinft her ? Is*hi& the duty of * 
mother ?. Wore- 1 e*en to .ftifle *hfc iia- 
tural inclination that induces us to 
~&ek. our children's h^ppindsj fladuld 
1 -call that weak&efs,. which I am per* 
fettled', is the firft* the moft &cred 
ditty i Should I force her inclinations* 
am I not anfaerable for the dreadful 
confeque»€es that may enfue ? What 
fcbufe of my maternal authority would 

ft aiot be tQ |>lace my -daughter -be* 
tween guile and raillery 1 

My dear friend, I will not iflakate 
what I have fo often condemned. I 
was certainly authorifed to chufe for 
my daughter j in that 8 I :©i>l£ aififted 
heir with my experience r I 4id not 

D 3 mean 



\ 
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mean to life it as a right ; I only ful- 
filled a duty, which I mould have 
countcraded, had I difpofed of her in 
contempt of an inclination Which I 
could not prevent, the extent and du* 
i«ion of; which neither (he of I can 
ibrefee. No ; ft e ftell never marr? 
Gercourt and love barfeeny •, I will 
tnAGh rather expofe my autnority than 
liter virtue. 

I am, theiij [of opinion, it will be 
the: moft prudent way to recil my 
promife to M. de Gercourt. You 
feavc my reafons, which, I think, 

RrorigeV than my promife. I Will go 
fitftner; for as ! fnatter% are circtenH 

ftanced^ by fulfiHirig rriy engagement 

f IhduWWreatmy' viofaW'ir:' for if 1 
am bound to keep my daughter's fei 
cret from M. de dcrcowt, I amilfo 
bound not- to abufe • the ignorance 4 
leave him in, and to oft for him, as 4 



believe be would ad himfelf, was be 

i 

belter informed. Should I, then,iiii 

, (~ jurioufljr 



* - * j. 
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jurioufly deceive him, when he re- 
pofes his confidence in" me, and, whilft 
he honours me with the title of mo- 
ther, deceive him < in the choice he 
makes for his children ? Thofe re- 
flections, fo juft in therafelves, and 
which I cannot withftand,: give me 
more uneafiocft than I can exprefj; » 

: u In. . cdntrafUio : the rnisforrunes I 
dread, I piftiire to myfelf my daiigh 
ter happy in the choice her heart has 
fiaade, fulfilling her duties with ^plea«> 
iure ; my; fon-in-law, *craaHy fatis*- 
p daily congratulating; himfeif on 
choice ; each: enjoying' the other's 



happint&t and both uniting to aug* 
merit mine. Should, then, the, profc 
peel of. fo charming a futurity be fa- 

•rificed to vain motives-? And what 
are thofe that rcftrain me? Intereft 
only. Where is, then, the advantage 
of my daughter being born to a. large 
fortune, if (he is to be neverthelefk 
the (lave to that fortune ? I will al- 

D 4 low, 
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low. that M. de Gercoun is> perhaps 

a better match than I "could have ex* 

re&ed for my daughter -, I will everv 



onvh, I was much plea&d when he 
made her r/is choice : but Danceny is 

rood a family as : he ? and is no- 



- 1 u - h 



hing inferior to him in perfonal ac- 
;omp!ifomes:s j fee ha?, nsoreover*. 

'vantage over M. de Gercourt 






:-f levins: and being beloved. He is. 

w 

?:6i rich, it's true ; but my daughter 
is rich enough for bah. Ah ! Why 
fhcuid I deprive her the pleafure of 

—akino- the fortune of the man fhe 
loves? Thofe matches of "conveni- 
ence, as they are called, where cer- 
tainly every thing is convenient ex- 
cept inclination and difpofttion, are 

the raoft froitfol fource erf 



ihc : ~ r_ct 



--.r.<A .^a.adalous rumours which arc 



uil^C ;^ 



become fo frequent? I would much 
rather defer matters a little. I ihall 



nave an 



opportunity to ftudy my 

* 

daughter's difpofluon, which as yet I 

ana. 



ca'N'Ntf-c'T-iioai s. 






am a ftranger to. I have refolution 
enough to give her fome temporary 
uneafinefs, in order to make her en- 
joy foirftt Trtnporaty hkppr nefs ': but I 

will not rifk making her miferable for 
Wet. • 

Thus, my clear Trien3 y .I have re- 
lated to you my afflidions ? on which 

I btg ;y?>ur advice. ThoTe^eretftfc- 
jjefts a;^e a conxra'ft to your amiafcle 
igaicty, isnrd :feem noratsH adapted t* 
your wage.; -biat yaw igpod tferife©tft<- 
strips ybur years. Your tfriefid&tj* 

afcfej aid -your proa den ce*.aftd I 

am cconfideiRy -both will gratify the 

maternal 'anatety shat :innfplotfes them. 

Adieu, my -dear friend! .never doubt 

sheimcerky ofrmy fenuraienfis.* 

0$, % 17 
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Vtfemt dc Valmont to the Marchionefs 



de Merteuii*, 






i RIFLING events fUll, my dear 
friend ; nothing! of confequence j no 
«£tion; fcenes only; therefore arm 
yourfclf with patience : you muft take 

■ 

^ large dofe ; for w hi lft my Prcfidentc 
goes luch a flow pace, your pupil 
Hides back, which is much woife: 

w 

but I am of that happy temper, lean 
divert myfelf with ail this nonfenfe. 

I really begin to be very comfortable 
here ; and can allure you, .1 have not 
experienced a tedious foment in my 
old aunt's melancholy cattle. What 
could I wi(b for more than what I 
have, enjoyments, . privations, hope, 

and jncertitude ? What more is to be 
"* " * « ". had 
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had on a grand theatre ? Why fpec- 
tators. AJ>! ;% little patience, they 
will not be, wanting. if If ^4p not 
fee me at work, they fhall at,leaft fee 
my work compleated j. thpy will thea 

■ j 

have nothing to do but to admire and 

applaud : > for they {hall applaud. I 

can jthb inftant wUh certainty fore t el 

the nforrven^ of my " auftere devotee's 
fall. I this, night affifted at the lafl: 

agonies - of , her virtue ; fpft weaknefs 

it. I j>ave foed; its 

epocha, at farjheft, to put. next inter- 
view : you fiU call this, pride. He, an- 
nounces his victory before he has gain- 
ed it ! Softly •, be calm ! Tp.give you 

a r prfof of my.modefty,;! will.givje 
„ypu jhe tyftory of. my defeat. ., < ? 
.,. Uponaij word, your ^it tie pupil is 
a mpft , ridiculous being, She is real- 
ly a/ child, ana" flipuld, be; treated as 
one^ it wquld be, of {ervicejtoenjoip 
hcr 4^ l P Prance.,. Would you be- 
iieye. it . j : arjer, jwljat^ . pafled. betw^P 

D 6 41s 
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us the day before yefterday, after tlie 
amicable manner in whidh we 'patted 
vcfteraay morning, I fottnd her door 
:od;ed on the infide when 1 cafne at 
night, as was 3g?eed. What do you 
• hink of that? Thbfe'ehiklifti tricks 
jaiTable on the we ; but on the 






morrow is it not ridiculous ? I did 

not, however, laugh at fir ft ; for ne- 



ver did I feel the aibendancy of my 

character more hurt., I went to this 
rendezvous without any incitement 

xor pleaiure, and merely through de~ 

ncy | my own : bed, which 1 much 



cency - 



wanted at that time, was preferable tO' 

and I parted from it with 






ibme reluctance ; yet when- I met 
th'.s obstacles I was all on firetO fur- 
zriO^nt it t I was humbled, to beipoit- 



ed with by a child, I was obliged to- 
retire in very bad humour, fully re* 

lolved to have nothing more to do 

with dhis filly girl, w 'her matters, L 

immediately wrote her a tiott, which 

■2 I in 



i» 
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f intended giving : her this dsty , where- 
in [appreciated her Ss fire 'deferved : 
but night bringing good counfel, as ts 
faid, I refte&ed this morning, that 
not having here a choice of diffipa- 
tions, it was 'better to keep this, and 
fuppref&d my note. Since I have fie- 
flefted on ir,. I can't reconcile k to 
myfelf to have had the idea of putting 
an en# to an adventure before I had 
k in my power to ruin the heroine. 
What lengths will not a firft enhoticfn 
carry us to ! Happy are thofe, ftiy 
dear friend, who, like you* never ac- 
cuftom thcmfelves to give way to it» 
I have deferred my revenge 5 aildthfs 

facrifice I make to your "defigris oft 
Gercourt, 

Now my wrath is fubfided, I "tfftty 
fee the ridiculoufnefs of your 'pcfpil's 
behaviour. I fuould be fond to knoflr 
what fhe expefts to gain by it j for 
my part, I am at a lofs ; if it fhoulcl 
be to make a defence, fhe is rather 

late* 



~\ 
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late. She muft , explain this enigma 
to me one .day ; qr -qther, for tI muft ]be 
^tisficd. , It is only, perhaps,; that, {he 
was fatigued j and really that pay be 
the- cafe; for certainly fhe does not 
yet know that the ihafts of love, like 
j^e lance of ^Achilles, carry with them 
ifre remedv,for % wounds,they give. 
.B^^no^l^li^ngagcby.her Uttip 
jp*n ajl ^ay, )j#t. there is fomething 

.fe^fpeR tanc P i, a, Something like 
virtue, y^ yjrtue, indeed ! — Ihe is -a 
jpretty creature to pretend to virtue t 
Ahl,u> muft leave ,that to the aniy 
woman who was t(ulv ,born /or it, 
..knows how to embellifh it, and, make 

it revered. Your pardon, tyjf ^ ear 
friend: but this very evening it was 
tfeat the iqene between, Madame de 
Towvelan^ roejiappenp()» of which 
,1, am about giving you an account) 
and which has (till left me in great 
amotion. It is not without fume via- 

^ce I endpav^r ^ ^i* 1 ? ^ "¥•• 

predion 



t ' - t - { 
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preffion it has left on me •, k is* evea 
to affift it, I fit down to write to you : 
you muft make fome allowance for 

this firft impulfe. 

■ For fome days paft Madame de 

Tourvel and I have been agreed about 

our fentimenrs, and we no longer dif- 1 

puteoa any thing but words. ; It was 

always, her jrkndjbip* that < anfwercd 

■mf love : but this ttonventfcnajj -Janr 

guage made no alteration in the mean- 

ing of things. Had we even fti|{ re*- 
raaiaed fo, I fhould not have gone or>, 

perhaps, with fo much difpatch* hut 
with up lefs certainty. . There was. no 
longer any thought of putting me 
from hence, as was at fitft mentioned i 
and as to;Our daily conVenfetions, if I 
am folic ) toys' to offer opportunities* 

Ihe takes care; not to let them (lip. if 



f ' 



It w dually in our walks our ren- 
dezvous occur 5 the bad weather we 



had all day left no; room -for hope; I 



was much difapr^ujted At. it| inxldiiji 



not 
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notforefee how much it W3S in ray 
favour. Not being able ro walk, af- 
ter dinner they fat down to cards j as 
I feldom play, and was not wanted, I 

■retired xo my room,- with no other de* 
fign than to wait till the party was 
over. I was returning to join the 
Company-, when the charming wo- 
ttia'n, who was going into her apart- 
ment, whether through weaknels or 
imprudence, faid in a fofc manner? 
<f Where are yoa going ? There is 
u no one in tfhe falcon." That was 
fofficierit, you .may believe, for me to 
'endeavour-to go«in with -her. I found 
left reluctance than eicpefted : it's true, 
I had the precaution to begin the con- 
verfation at the door on indifferent 
matters ; but we were fcarcely fettled 
when I l>egan the true one, and I 
fpoke of my dove to my friend. u Oh/* 
fays ihe, " let us not fpeak of rhas 
* f here ;" and trembled. Poor wo- 

4 

man 1 fhe fees hcr-fclf ^oing. 



Ye: 
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Vet (he was i : n the wrong to have 
had any terrors. For fome rime p-aft 
being cettain of fucceft one day or 

r 

fctfher, ami feei-ng her -employ fo much 

to f cferVfe ! minfr> -and <wait ^khotat i ei" 4 - 
fo'rt'herTurVehderffbm^fe^de. Yofc 

'■already know I uiuft J ha've : a feeGfopleafc 
trkifnph, and rfitt 1 Will && life &- 
debted to ; oppor fanny* fo was^iveh 
after tlie formatfon iof this flan* and 
in order to be preffing Without eft*- 

•gaging too far, Iifev-erted to -t-hewwd 
*&v*> fb ©MiMtefy : *4Mc6. -'Befog 
-afftfred irsy brdftft was ftor-^aeftfefc&* > 
I affirmed a miWcr -ftpafo. This re> 

fufal no longer vexed nae* ; it dnty af«- 
ffi<5ted me ••, my tthifcr friend -fliould 
■give ffite fome ton&fetion's. As fife 
-confoled *nffi> one 'hand remained ift 

'■miffeythe lovely body refted on itiy 

arm, and we '\v«e 

together. You ifiuft have cfeftafoiy 
Remarked, ho* *nueh ia*fijch a fittm- 

tioa 
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tion, as the defence abates, the 'de- 
mands and refufals draw nearer ; how 

P 

the. head turns afidc, the lopk&caft 
down, whilft the conyerfation, always 
rpronpunced ia a weak, tone, becomes 
icarce and interrupted. Thofe pre- 
cious fymptom> , announce, in -an vn- 
equivQcaliinanner, the confent of the 

mjn& but rarely has ; it, reached the 
U&h -l feven : think $ always danr 
.gejous- ; $o attelppt any *nterprtfe of 
cpnfequence } btcaufe this ftate of 
abandonment being: always accompa- 

•ftiediwkhiKK^ifofteftpJe^furei caanoj: 

beiiitfturbed; without rowing the *em- 

^r j -which. infeftiWy decide* in favour 
of the defence. : 

: But in the prefent . cafe, prudence 
yra$ fo much : rmre, peceffary, aft I .ha^l 
*v#y< thing to d*ead frpnvithe.forgcD. 

/ulqefc ; of *}ie j&agetb this ; abandon 



• » 



/pent twenty -pcoafion to my tender 

pftfi&ve : dey&ee;: and the avowal I 
&tfite4I$4i9& *ven jequjje . to be 
--■•! pro- 



CONNECTIONS. 67 

pronounced ; a look would fuffice ; :i 
fingle glance would crown my happt- 
nefs. 

My charming friend, thofe lovely 
eyes then were raifed on me, that 
celeftial mouth even pronounced 
" Well; yes ? 1 — - " in an inftant the 
look was exftinft, the voice failed, and 
this adorable woman dropped in my 
arms. I had (cared v time to receive 
her, when difengaging herfelf with a 
convulfive force and wild look, her 

hands raifed to heaven, (he exclaimed, 
" God — Oh, my God, fave me!" 
and inftanriy, as quick as lightning, 
was on her knees ten paces from me. 
I could hear her almoft fuffocatin£. I 
came forward to affill her : but feizing 
my hands, which Ihe bathed with her 
tears, fometUnes embracing my knees, 
u Yes it is you," laid fhe, «* it is you 
" will fave me ; you do not wilh my 
" death; leave me; fave me; leave 
(i me; for God's fake! leave me:' 1 

and 
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and thbfe ib<adi«retot lexpreffions werer 
brought out with rtobft affedtisng fobs $, 



yet ftill flie held me (o ftrong I could 



!rt* 'get frota her fc Ihcwcm* unking 
an effort^ I TaJi'A'fcer in nay arms 

wfttatly toer tears eeas'd v ^ tftofld 
Ml tfpeaks fetr jtimts ftHfcned, and 



tw4ent tbnvrffiont ftoftcdcd the* 
farm* 

I waft mm,. I w* eKGfeedmgly 
mated, waL Iptim 1 fiitwldhare 

wthplfed With her wqotft, if *he cit^ 



cumfta wr* &d aot tVco (obliged «rt 

tb it. fttt thii imrah is demAi r»f» 
htfvfag :givta iter iamc affi&uroe* . 



I ifefc her, m fcc 'defined j. and I *m 



well ple*fietf with irrjflbtf fofftffc. 'IJitvt 

already neoehaed aktoft irtijr avwtrib : 

is on the /firft dav of 





my dtdarataoo, L&oirki aot fee 
my mvt for the turning j but Itoe 
tame down to the &looa about <ight 9 
and <>niy tcM the wiwpany flic had 
been BTOch. iadifpofcd : her counte- 
nance 
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nance was dejected, her voice weak, 
her deportment compofed, but her 
look mild, and often fixed on me. 
As (he declined playing, I was obliged 
to take her kat, and ihe placed heritlf 
befidt? me. During fupper fhe re- 
mained alone in the faloon. Ac our 
return, I thought I perceived fhe had 
been crying: ro be fatisfied, I told 
her I was afraid foe (till felt fome un- 
cafinefs from her diibrder, to which 
Ihe obligingly anfwered, " Her dif- 
■*' order would not go fo quickly as 
< 4 it came." At lilt, when we retired, 
I gave her my haad, and at the door 
of her apart r.ent, ihe very forcibly 
fqueez'd mine; it is true, this motion 
leaned to me ic be involuntary \ fo 

much the better; it is a ftronger proof 
of my power, 

I am confident fhe is now happy to 
have gone iuch a length ; all expences 
are p^id •, nothing now remains but 
enjoyment. Perhaps aow, whilft I 

am 
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am writing to you, (he is poffefled 
with the foft idea j but, if fhefhould 
even be engaged in a new fcheme of 
defence, you and I know how fuch 
proje&s end. Now let me, aflc you, 

can things be put off longer than our 
next interview ? I expedt there will 
be fome forms to be fettled ; but, the 
firft difficulties furmounted, do thofe 
auftere prudes know where to flop ? 
Their affedions are real expiations •, 
refinance gives them ftrength ; my 

untra&able devotee would run after 



me, if Iceas'd running after her. 

At length, my lovely friend, I (hall 
foon call on you for* the performance 
of your promife j you undoubtedly re- 
member our agreement after my fuc- 
cefs ; this trifling infidelity to your 
Chevalier. — Are you ready ? I wifh 
for it as padionately as if I had never 
known you. However, -knowing you 
is, perhaps, a ftronger motive for 
wifhing for it* 

i I am 
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> 

_ * 

I am juft, and no galant.* 

* It fliall be the fir ft infidelity I fhail 

commie againft my fqlemn conqueft j 
and, "I promife you, I will embrace 

thefirft pretence to be abfent from 
her four and twenty hours : that fhall 
be her puniftiment for having kept 
me fo long dtftant from her : It is 
now more than two months I have 
been taken up with this adventure: 
ay, two months and three days, in- 
cluding to-morrow, as it will not be 
really confummated until then. This 

brings to my memory, that Madempi- 



felle B — — held out three compleat 
months. I am pleafed to find fheer 
coquetry can make a longer defence 
than auftere virtue. 

- ' ■ ; 

Adieu, charmer ! I muft leave off. 
for it is very late. This letter has led 
me farther than I intended j but, as 



* Voltaire's comedy of Natync 



# j 



I fend 



I fend t« Jfaris, tq-mqnw. I ▼<*>ld 
hoc mifs the opportunity of letting 

r 

jou partake a day iboner of your 

■ 

friend's good fuccefe. 
Off. 2* 1 7— , at Night. 



LETTER C, 






AlY Bear friend} I am betrayed, 
bubbled, mined ; 1 am enraged be- 
yond expreffion : Madame de Tourol 
is gone off. She is gone, and I knew 
nothing of it t I was not in the way 
to oppofe her, to reproach her with 
her bafe treachery ! Do not imagine 
I {hould have lee her go quietly j (he 
fhould have ftaid, had I been even 
obliged to have ufed force. Fool as 
I was 1 I fiept peaceably! wrapt in a 

credulous 
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credulous fccurity ! I flept whiHfc the 
thunder ftruck me ! 1 cannot conceive 
the meaning of this abrupt departure ; 
I will for ever renounce the knowledge 
of women. 

When I recall the tranfa&ions of 
yefterday ! — or rather the evening 
the melting look, the tender voice, the 
fqueezing the hand — all the while . 
planning her flight. — Oh ! woman^ 
woman ! complain, then, if you are 
deceived ! Yes, every kind of trea- 
chery that is employed againlt you is 
a robbery committed on you. 

With what rapture {hall I be re- 
venged ! I (hall again meet this per- 
fidious woman; I will refume my 
power over her. If love has been 
fufficient to furnifh the means, what 
is it not capable of when a (lifted with 
revenge ? I (hall again fee her at my 
knees, trembling, and bath'd in tears ! 
calling on me for pity with her de- 
ceitful voice ; and I Will have none 
for Her. 
Vol. III. E Wh*t 
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What is (be now doing ? What can 
(he think of? Perhaps applauding 
herielf for having deceived me •, and, 
true to the genius of her far, enjoys 
that pleafure in the higheft dtgree. 
What her boafted virtue could not ef- 
felt, deceit has accompliflied with- 
out a ftruggle; it was her difinge- 
nuity I flioul(Lhave dreaded. 
Then, to be obliged to (rifle my re- 
fentmenc*, to be obliged to affect a 
tender forrow, when my heart is pbf- 
feffed with rage. Reduced to fuppli- 
cate a rebellious woman, who has 
withdrawn herfelf from my obe- 
dience ! Ought I then be fo much 
humbled ? And by whom/ By a weak 
woman, who was never accufiomed 
to Rfift ! What avails my having pof- 
feffion of her feeart, having inflamed 
it wkh the whole fire of love, having 
raifed her feelings even to intoxica- 
tion; if, calm in her retreat, (he can 

now be prouder of hex flight than I 

of 
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of my victories? And muft I bear 
this ? My dear friend, you will not 
believe it ; you will not, furely, have 
fuch a humiliating oninioa of me ! 

What fatality attaches me to this 
woman? Are there net a hundred 
others who wiih I would pay atten- 
tion to them, and eagerly accept it ? 
If even none were fo enchanting, the 
charms of variety, the allurements of 
newconqocftf; the fplendour of the 
number j do not 1 they afford t plenti- 
ful harveft of foft pleafures ? Why, 
then, do I tun madding after this one 
that flies me, and neglect thofe that 
offer .?. I am at a lofs to account for it, 
out fo it is. —There is no happinefs, 
no repofe for me, until I pofiefs this 
woman, whom I love and hate with 
equal rage. I mail not be able to 
fupport my fate until I have difpofed 
* V he^s :" then, tranquil and fatiated, 
I ihall behold her a prey to the ra- 
vages I now experience, and will raife 

E 2 a thou- 
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a thoufand others ; hope and fear, dif- 
fidence and fecurity, all evils the ofF- 
fpring of hatred, all the gifts that 
love can beftow, (hall alternately en- 
grofc her heart at my with The time 

will come But what labours have 

I not yet to encounter ? — How near 



was I ycfterday, and how diftant to- 



How am I to regain the ground 



I have loft? I dare not undertake any 
one ftep : to come to feme refolution 
I ftiould be calm, and mv blood boils 



in my veins. 

The calm ferenity with which every 
one replies to my demands on this ex- 
traordinary, on this uncommon event, 
and its caufe, adds to my torments. 
No one knows the reafonj none 
ieem to give themfelves the leaft un- 

eafinefs about it ; it fcarcely would 

have been mentioned, could I have 

ftartcd any other fubjeft. I flew to 
Madame de Rofemonde the moment 
I heard the news, who replied, with' 

the 
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the natural indifference of old age, it 
was the corifequence of the indifpo- 
fition Madame de Tdurvel had fuf- 
fered yefteriday v fat dreaded a fit of 
illnefs, and wiihed to be at home; a 
refolution (he did not think proper to 
oppofe, as fiie would have done on a 
finailar occafipn j as if the contraft 

w 

Was applicable, — between her who 
ihbtild think of nothing but futurity, 

and the other, who is the delight and 
torment of my life. 

Madame de Volanges, who I bad 
fufpe&ed at firft of being an accom- 
plice, feems diffatisfied for not having 
been confultcd on this occafion.' I 
mull: own I am very "well pleafed flie 
has been difappoin ted of the pleafure 
of prejudicing me; which is Drill a 
ftronger proof Ihe has not the confi- 
dence of this woman fo much as I 

h 

w 

dreaded : that is an cnenty the lefs. 
How would ihe have exulted, did flie 
know fhe fled from me ! How intole- 

£ 3 rable 



It DANGER OtJS 

rable her pride, bad it been the con- 
fcquence of her advice ! To what an 
immenfity would her importance have 
peenraifcd! Good God! how I de- 



teft her 1 — Yes, I will renew my 
connection with the daughter, and 
initiate her in her buitnefs : I believe 
I (hall ft*y here forqe time ; I am at 
prefent inclined to thia^neafurc, in the 
tumult of reflections that croud on 

me. 

Don't you, really now, think, after 

fo extraordinary a proceeding, my un- 
grateful fair one fliould dread me ? 
If (he imagines 1 (hall purfue her, (be 

will not fail to prevent my adtniffion *, 

and, I can affure you, I am as little 
Inclined to permit her fuch a cUftorh, 
as to bear fuch an infult. I had much 
rather (he (hould be told I remain 
here} I will even ftrenuoufly preishcr 
to return again : then, when (he- is 
fully convinced I am far from her; I 

will Suddenly come to Iter houfe, and 

abide 
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abide the effeft of my fchenfie. 
That it may have its fall force, it 
muft not be hurried ; ftill 1 will not 

f 

anfwer for my impatience.' twenty 
time-s this day was I tempted tb call 
for my horfes. I will contain myfelf, 
however, and wait your anfwer hetfej 
I only requeft, my lovely friend, a yoti 



wMl not let me watt Jong for" ir. ! 
What hurts trie moft is to be igno- 
rant of what happens : my felfow, 
-who is at Paris, ha j a claim on heV 

J w 

waiting maid ; he may be ferviceabte ; 
I fend him money, and his inftruc- 
tions. Permit me to include both in 
this letter, and rcqueft to have them 
delivered into his hand by fome of 
your fervants : this precaution is the 
more neceflary, as the fcoundrel has 
a trick of never receiving any letters 
I write him on bufinefs he finds trou- 
blefome *, and, at this period, he does 
not feem to be quite fo enraptured 

with his girl as 1 could wifh him. 

£ 4 Adieu, 
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Adieu, my lovely friend ! If a happy 
thought fhould ftr'.ke you, or any 

means of bringing me fpecdily to 
aflion, lofe not a moment. I have 
often experienced your frieadfhip ; I 
forcibly experience it now, for I am 
more ferene fince I fat down to write. 
I fpeak, at lcaft, to one who com- 
prehends me, not to the inanimate 
beings with whom I vegetate fince 
this morning. On my word, the 
more I proceed, the more I am in- 
clined to think we are the only 
couple worth any thing in this life, 

Oft. 3, 17 
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fbt Vifmnt dt Valmont to Azol an, 

his Hunt/man* 

(Incldfed in the foregoing.) 



4 J 



Y 



OU muft be a ftupid fellow, in- 



deed, to fct out this morning, and 
not have known that Madame de 
Tourvelwas going away alfo-» or, if 
you knew it, not to have given me 
notice. To what purpofe is it, then, 
you fpend my money, if you only get 
drunk with the men, and loiter your 

time in courting the waning maids, 
if you do not give me better infer- 



? 



mation of what is going forward : 
This is entirely owing to your negli- 
gence ; therefore, I now give you 
notice, if fuch another happens in 
this bufinefs, k ihall be the laft you 
will be guilty .of • in my fervice. 



E5 



You 



* 
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You muft inform me of every 
thing that happens at Madame de 
Tourvei-s, relative to her health ; 
whether (he fleeps well ; whether (he 
« melancholy or chearful > if (he gees 
abroad often, and where; if (he fees 
much company, aed who go«s there •, 
how (he pafles her time; whether fye 
is out of temper with her women, 
particularly the one that was with her 
here ; how (he employs her time when 

alone ; if, when (he reads, (he is com* 

pofed, or (tops to mufe ; and the fame 

when fiie writes. Remember, alfo, to 
make a friend of whoever carries the 
letters to the poll office: often do that 



bufmefs for him \ and, when he ac- 
cepts it, fend away only thofe you 
think of no confequence, + and fend 

j 

me the reft, efpecialiy thole for Ma- 
dame de Volanges, if there ibould be 



* any 



Settle your matters fo as to be Ml 
the favourite of Julia, If fhe has 

i another, 
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feather, as you thought, bring her 
to confcm to fhare her favours ; and 
not be fo ridiculous as to give 
yourfelf air* of ^ealoufy : you will be 

only jciroamftaneed m your fuperioff ; 
but, if your rival fhoold be crooble- 
fome, or if vou perceive be take* up 
much of Julia's time in the day, 
io chat (he fbould not be fo often 
with her nftiftrtfcj to obferve ber t 
you m nil, by ibtne means or other, 

^ 

drive him away, or pick a quarrtl 
with hrm ; do not be afraid of the 

confcqtiencts, — ■ I will iupjwrt you :; 
above all, have the houfe as licde 
as poffibk.3 .for it is by iflidoity Onty 
you can make your obfervarion* -frith- 
certainty,. If, by chance, aay of the 
fervants fhould be discharged; offiir 
yourfelfin their room, » if no tougtf r 
in my fervice : in fuch cafe, you 
muft fay you left me to get into a m 
more quiet and regular fervice. Ed- 
deavour, as much as poffiblc* to be 



£ 6 hired 



»* 
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hired; I {hall, notwithftanding, keep 
you Hill in mine during the time} 
and you will be as you was before 
at 1 die Duchefi of - — , and Ma- 
dame? de Tourrel will alio reward 



you in the end. 




. If you was zealou s and fkilrul , thofe 
inftructions Jhould be fufficient : but, 
to aflift one and the other, I fend you 

feme money : the enclofed bill on my 
fieward entitles you to call on him for 
twenty-five louis, for I fuppofe you 
have no money. You will make ufe 

of as much as is neceffary, to prevail 
on Julia to fettle a cortefpondence 
with me •, the remainder to treat the 
fervants: let it be as often as you 
can in the porter's lodge, that he may 
Tike to fee you. However, do not 

h 

forget, it is your fervices I mean to 
pay, and not your pleafures, 

Accuftom Julia, betimes, to obferve 
and report every thing, even what (he 

may think the moft trifling; it is 

. ^ better 



better fhe fliould write ten ufelefs 
lines, than omit a material one - t and 
what often appears a matter bf indif- 
ference, is quite otherwife. As I 
mutt be inftantly informed, if airy 

thing ihould happen you think of 
confequence after you receive this 



«••* 
i 



letter, fend off Philip direftlj 
mefiage horfc, to fix himfeu ai 
and remain there until farther orders •; 
it will be a ftage in cafe of rieceflity ; 
but, for common correfpondence, the 

w 

poft will be fufficiene. 
Take ereat cafe not to lofe th£» 



forge 



every 



to be certain you have it. . Do, in a 
few words every thing you ought, 
now I honour you with my confi- 
dence. You very well know, if i 

am fatisfied with your conduct, you 

fliall be fatisfied with me. 



Oft. 3, 17 
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The Prefidente ifTouRVxi. to Madam 

dt Ro&EMONDB. 




O U will be very much for * 
prised, dear Madam* to learn I 
quitted ydur houfe fo precipitately: 

this proceeding will, doubtlefs, appear 

very extraordinary;, but how will 
your aftoniflim^rvt be increafed, when 
you (hall >know -my reafcna ! You 
will, perhaps^ imagine, when I con* 
fide them to you, I have not paid 
proper attention «o the refpeft the 
neceffary tranquility of your age 
commands; that I am infenfible to 
the fentiments of veneration you are 
fo juftly entitled to from me. Ah! 
forgive me, Madam ! my heart is op- 
prefied ; it feeks to pour out its dif- 

trefs into the friendly bofom of pru- 
dence 
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dcnce and mildnefs : — where could it 
find it but with you? Look upon met* 
your child i take i a raaternabeoav- 
paflion on me; I implore itj my 
Jentim4nta for you may give me a 

claim to it. 

. The time, is fled, when* wholly pot 

feffed with thfife laudable ideas, I 
knew dot thefe I now experience,. 

which ravage the foul, and deprive 



me of the power of refiftance, whilft 
they impofe its neceffity ! Ah 1 this 
fatal viftt has undone me I 



What can I f*y I — I i»vt» r— .jos^ 
I love to xtiftra&ioa ! Alas I this fatal 
word, which now I write for tbe£rft 

time, -~- this word, b often folicited 
but never granted, my hie fteirid 
now expiate to let him hear who has 
infpiied it ; yet I mufi ever n&uk*. 



He will remain doubtful of the fcati 



menu I feel for htm. ~- i am wafab- 
Me ! —Oh, that be could as 
read my heart is rute it ! ■*- I&outd 

fuffer 
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fuffer lefs if he but knew what I en- 
dure •, but even you, my venerable 
friend, can have but a faint idea of 
my fufferings. 
I fhall in a few minutes fty him, 

and load him with affliction. He will 
think me near him, and I fhall be far 
from him. — At the ufual hour ox 
feeing him every day, I {hall be in 
places unknown to him, and where 
he cannot come : every thing is pre- 
pared full in my view, and all an- 
nounce my unhappy flight : all is 
ready but me! — and the more my 
heart recoils, the more I am convinced 
cf the necefiity of fub nitting to my 

fate. I muft fubmit; it is better 

to die than live in puilc: alreadv I 
feel my criminality; moclefty only is 
preferred, but virtue is vaniihed : 
what yet is left me, I muft acknow- 
ledge, is due to his generality. In- 
toxicated with pleafure, feeing and 
liftening to him, enraptured n his 

arms, 
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arms, and the greateft of all cxtacy, 
that of making him happy, I was di- 
verted of ftrength or power j fcarce 

any left to ftruggle, but none tore- 
fifti J ftmddered at my dangpr* but 
bad pot pov?er to fly : ->- be faw; iaf 
fufferings, and bad companion on me. 

Mud I not cherifh him to whom I 
owe more than life ! ' 

JHad that beeft my only care, re- 
maining with him, do not imagine I 
ihould ever have thought of going! 
for what is life without him ? Happy 
fliould I have been to die for him! 
But, condemned to be the cauie of 
his mifery and my own, without 
daring to complain, or confole him ; 
to be daily expofed to ftruggle; not 
only againft him, but alfo againft 

myfelf ; to employ my cares to bring 
him to angutfh, when I would devote 
my days to make him happy : fuch 
a life is worfe than a thoufand deaths ; 
yet this is to be my fate ; I will ftiM 

refo- 
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refolutely bear up againft ir. And do 
you, who I have ehofen for a mother, 



obferve 



another 



any 



I befeech you to accept it. I demand 
it as a neceffary aid to my conduft. 
I (hall be engaged to relate you all * 
I fhall think myfelf in your prefence ; 
your virtue will affift my weaknefs. 
J will never content to flume in your 
fight j and by means of tKis powerful . 
reftraint, whilft I cherifh the indul- 
gent friend, the confidant of my weak* 
nefa, i (hall reverence my tutelar an- 
gel that guards me from fhame* 

It is experiencing it too fatally, to 
be compelled to this requifnion. Oh> 
the unhappy effed of prefumptuous 
confidence ! Why did I not oppofe 
fooner this growing inclination ? Why 
did I flatter myfeif with being able to 
conquer it at my pleafure ? Senfelefs 

wretch ! Little did I know the power 

of 
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of love ! Ah ! had I ftruggled againft 
it with mort care, it would not have 
overpowered me. This fudden de- 
parture would have been unneceffary ; 
or, *ven being competed to this pain- 
ful ftep, 1 might not hare been forced 
to break a connection, which might 
have been lefs frequent. But to life 

all at once, and for ever ! •— Oh, my 
dear friend ! — I forget inyfclf, ami 
•gain wander in criminal iwUhes. Let 
us part*, and, at lead, let me ex- 

: piate by my facrifice thofe involuntary 
injuria*. 

Adieu, tnoft reTpeftable friend \ 
Love me as a daughter;, adopt me as 
one ; and be affured, notwithftanding. 
my weaknefs, I would rather die than 
be unworthy that name* 

0#. 3, 17 
One in the morning, 
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<fr»fc dr Touhvel. 




V , 



WAS. more afflicted, my lovely 
dear, at your departure, than furprized 
at the came y. long experience, and my 
concern for: you, had fufficiently in- 
formed me the ftate of your heart j 

and to fum up all, you have told mc 

almoft nothing in your letter but what 
I feared. Was I to depend on it for 
information, I fhould ft ill be ignorant 
who it is you love ; for in fpeaking of 
him all the time, you never once men- 
tion his name, It was not neceffary ; 
too well I know who it is. This I 

# 

4 

remark only, becaufe I recollect, it 
always has been the language of love. 
I fee things are the fame as they were 



formerly. 



I little 



i 
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I little imagined my thoughts Would > 
ever be called back to things fo fo- 
reign tomy age,- and fo much outf of * 
ray memory. Since yefterdiy, hbtf- 
ever, my mind has been mucW takfen 
up with it, in order to find out fome- 
thing' that may be ufeful to you. 
What can I then do, but admire and 
pity you? I am charmed with your 
proceeding j yet terrified becaufe you 
thought it indifpenfable ; and when 
things have £one (6 fat*, it is a diffi- 
cult matter to avoid thofe our hearts 
are continually drawing us towards. 

However, ydu muft not be difcou- 
raged ; nbthing is impoflible to fuch 
a virtuous riiind ; and were you ever 
to yield, (which God forbid 1) you 
will at leaft, my lovely dear, have the 
confolation of having refifted with all 

i 

your might ; moreover, ^what human ; 
wifdom cannot accomplifh, the divine ' 
grace operates when it plcafes.' : You : 
are, perhaps/ now at the eve of your 

deli- 
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deliverance; and your virtue, which 
has been tried in thofe dreadful con- 

w 

fli&s, will arife more pure and re- 
fined The ftrength which forkkes 

you to-day, you muft hope for to- 
morrow. Do not, however, . depend 
on it ; ufe it only as an incentive to 
encourage you to employ all your 
own. 

Leaving to Providence the care of 
aflifting you in a danger where I can 

bring no prevention, I referve to my- 

felf that of fop porting and confofing 

you as much as in my power. I can- 
not relieve* your troubles, but I will 
fhare them. On thofe conditions I 
will accept your confidence* I know 
your heart wants to be diiburthened ; 
I offer you my own ; age has not fo 
far frozen it, as to leave it infenfible 

to friendfhip : you will always find it 
open to receive you. This is a poor 
relief to your diftrefs, but you ihall 

not, however, weep alone ; and when 

this 
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this unhappy paffion overpowers you, 
and obliges you to fpeak, it will be 
better it mould be with me than him. 
Now I fpeak as j»oi> de j and I be- 



:h we (hall not be 
able to name him, but we understand 
each other. 

I do not know whether I do right 
in telling you he appeared amazingly 
affe&ed at your fuddcn departure •, it 
would, perhaps, be better not to men- 
tion it : but I am not fond of that 
prudence that aSUtts *ne's friends. 
I am obliged to flop ftiort on that 
fubjed •, for the weaknefs of my fight 
and a trembling; hand will not in- 
dulge long letters, when I am under 

4 

the neceffity of writing them myfelf, 

A#cu v my lovely dear! Adieu, my 
amiable child ! I adopt you freely as 
a daughter. You have every accom- 
plUhment to fill a mother's heart with 
pride and pleafure* 



09. I, 17 
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il-e yicrchicnefs de Merteuil to Ma- 

time de Volanges. 



c 1 !*■ rr\ v 



IT was with Tome difficulty, my dear 
-crrhy friend, I could fupprefs an im- 
"v/ife of pride on reading your lejtter. 
Y::u honour me, then, with your full 
confidence; you even condefcend to 

advice, I fhould be com- 
pletely happy if I merited this favour- 
able opinion j or, that it did not pro- 
ceed from the nrepofleffion of your 

fh:p. Whatever may be the 

it Is fo flattering, that having 

L\ I ihall endeavour more 

to deferve it. I fhall then* 



m - n - 
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;:•.■: v;i:hout presuming to advife, tell 
•-•:u rVe^iy my thoughts. I own I am 

dirdce;; t of them, as they differ from 

vour's : 
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your's \ yet, when you have' my rea- 

fons, you will then judge, and if they 
fhould not meet with your approba- 

tion, I declare beforehand I fubmit. 
I fhall, at leaft, be fo prudent as not 

■ 

to think myfelf wifer than you. How- 
ever, for this once, if my opinion 
fhould have the preference, you will 

* r * * * * 

find the caufe* in the facility of mater- 

■ + 

nal fbndnefs. With you we muft 

■ - 

look for fo laudable an inclination, 



* r 



and readily recognize it in the : meafure 



w * I 



you are inclined to embrace.- -Thus 
if you fometimes err, it is always on 
the fide of virtue. 

When we are to decide on the lot 
of others, but more efpecially, when 
the queftion is to fix it by z facred 

* " 

and indiffbluble band, fuch as mar- 
riage, prudence, I . think, ought to 
take place of all other conftderations. 
It is then an equally wife and tender 
mother fhould, as you well obferve, 
ctffijl her daughter with her own-expe* 

■ Vol, III. F rknu% 
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I afk then, how is ihe to au 

tain it. but bv making a diftin&km 
between what is pleating and what 

convenient. 

Would it not be debating; maternal 

authority, nay even annihilating it 3 
to make it fubfervient to a frivolous 

inclination^ whole illufive power is 
felt only by thofe that dread it, and 

immediately vanishes when contemp- 

tuoufly treated ? For my part, I muft 
wn I never believed in thofe irrefifti* 



c 



ble, impetuous paffipns, whic}i one 
would imagine the world has adapted, 
as an univerfal excufe for their irregu- 
larities, I cannot conceive how a paf- 
fion, that one moment creates, and 
the next deftroys, can overpp^er the 
unalterable principles of chaftity, de- 



r-p 



ncy and modefty \ nor how a wo- 
man, that has relinquished them, can 

m 

be juitined by a pretended paffion* not 
more than a robber for a thirfl; for 

rp.cne?j or a murderer for a defire of. 

revenge* 
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Tevenge. Where is the perfon who 
lias not had their ftraggles.? I have 

* 

been always perfuaded> inclination 

%vas fufficimt for refinance, and ex- 

perience has- confirmed my opinion. 
Of what efticnation would virtue be, 

without the obligations it impofes } 
Its worftip are our facrifices, its. re- 
ward in our hearts. Thofe mcon^ 
teftable truths can be denied only by 
thofe whofe intereft it is to forget 
-them ; and who being already con* 

laminated, hope to carry on the illu* 
fion, and j&ftify their bad conduct by 
worfe reafoning. 

But is.- this to be apprehended from 
an innocent timid child •, from a child 
of your's, whofe pure and modeft edu- 
cation is ftrengthened by a happy dif* 

pofition ? Still it is to this apprehen* 
fion, which I will venture to call very 
humiliating for your daughter, you 
would give up an advantageous match 

your prudence had provided^ I have 

Fa a great 
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a great friendship for Danceny, and 
you know for fome time pad I have 
fddom feen M. de Gcrcourt: but my 
friendship for the one, nor my indif- 
ference for the other, can prevent me 
from obferving the immenfe difference 
between the two matches. 

As to birth, I agree with yon, they 
are on an equality : but the one is de- 
ficient in fortune, and the other's is 
fuch as, exclufive of blood, is fuffi- 
cient to raife him to the higheft em* 
payments. I acknowledge, happi* 
nefs may be independant of fortune ; 
but we muft alfo own. it a very necef- 
fiary ingi^edient. You fay, MadeinoU 
fclle de Volanges is rich 4 enough for 

othi yet fixty thoufend livres per 
annum, which fhe is to poffefs, will 
not be too much for one who bears 
the name of Danceny, to furnifh and 
keep up a houfe Suitable to it. Thofe 
ate not Madame de Sevigtie's days. 
Luxury abforhs ; every thing; we 

blame. 
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blame, yet imitate it $ and our fuper- 
fluities end in depriving us of necef- 
faries. As to perfonat accomplifli- 
ments, wkich you. witb great reafori 
Swell much on, certainly on that 
point M. dc Gercourt is irreproach- 
able, which he has already pwit& 
I am fond of thinking, and really be- 
lieve Danceny is not his infeKofr; but 
are we fo certain of it f It is* true, hi* 

therto he appears untainted with the 
follies of the age, and notwlthftahd- 

^ 

ing the ton , of the day, he (hows a 



tafte for good company, whkh 4n- 



clines one to judge favourably of hlni . 
Yet who knows whether thiJ apparent 
ditcretion is not the refult of the me- 
diocrity of his income? Td-bt a 

gamefter or a libertine, money iriuft 



be had; or if there (hould be a' tine- 

ture of knavery or epicuriftriy one may 
be fond of the defeats, and ftfll dread 
their excels. There are thoufands 



who are admitted into good company 



F 3 becaufc 



\ 
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becaufe they have no other employ- 
ment. 

I do not fay, God forbid 1 fliould F 
that I befiev* fucfc things of him: 
ye* there is feme danger; and if 
the event IhouH not anfwer your ex- 
pe&ations, how yott would reproach, 
yourfelf ! What reply, could you make 
to your daughter, iarha would proba- 
bly lay* a Mother, I was young and 
«* unexperienced * I was even led 
U. ifotff by fen erior eiaifiibfc at 
" my age : Providence, which had 
u jfofefefen my incapacity, had given, 
'V > «e\ * , |*ud*jK smother to preferve 
_ M .«ev How j* it then* that layinfc 

«« y qj#- flifcfferion «8de, yoU have, com* 
« fcntedito fx»ke rae unhappy ? Wa* 

F 

* ! tochofe a hufoand, I who knew 
*' iKKhwg of a fnarrkd ftatc ?- If even 
<( I W« determined otk k, fliould you 
w not tewr opposed it i But I nfevet 
" w«s fjofiofied with that fooiifh, felf 

" wiU. Determined to obey you, I 

', ■ . , u waited; 
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" waited with refpe&ful veneration 
" your choice. Did I ever fwerve 
" from my fuhmiffion? Yet now I 
* c fuffer the affli&ions due to rebel- 
€< lious children only. Your weak- 
ct nefs has been my ruin." Perhaps 

her refpeft might ftifle thbfe com* 
plaints : but your maternal Jove would 
difcover them ; and your daughter's 
tears, though concealed, would ftili 
overwhelm your heart. 

Where then will you feek confola* 
tion ? Will it be in this ridiculous 
paffton, againft winch you fhouid have 

guarded her, by which you even fuffttr 
yourfelf to be feduced ? 

Perhaps I may, my dear friend, 
conceive too ftrong a prejudice againft 
this attachment : I view it in a for- 
midable light, even in cafe of a mar- 
riage. Not that I difapprove a de- 
cent and pure intention fhouid em- 
bellifh the matrimonial bands, to fof- 
tm in fome meafure the obligations it 

F 4 re- 
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4 

requires; bin he is mot the man ap- 
pointed to tie them ; it is not an tllu- 
fory moment that ought to regulate 
our dioicefbr life : for to cboofe well, 
we ought te- compare^ how then is it 



poffibfc, Whennout imaginations arc 

fftdtyi foJe oijjea: j^ften that 



objeft cannot even be inveftigated, as 



we" are blunged in , intoxication and 

blindnef&i 1,'haveofrcn, I aflke you, 

fallen in with women attacked by this 
dingwod^dSfordeffj ^ome' of theta I 



have been in. confidence i with :' hear 



them i J^eafi, their: lover* were in every 





degree *H ftrfefiion •, "bufcthofe 

fettions were confined td thear ima- 
ginations- only. : Their ixalted ideas 
dreft at pleafure thofe they ■ 
they dream of nothing hut excellence 
and virtue-, it is the drapery of an 
angel often worn i by . an atgeft mo* 
n bit him as he may, they: have no 
fdoner adorned him, ' than, dupes to 



K Hi * i * w *■ . ^ . * ' 



r » 



their 
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I 



1. 

they fall down and 



adore him. 



Your daughter, then, dop* not 




fame illufion y and if they mutually 

love, they both experience the fame. 
Thus y pur reafon for uniting $ been ij 

reduced to a certainty that they do 

not know ; each other, but , alfo. that 

they never cao know each other.. , I 

think I hear you fay, " Can M. de 

" Gercourt and. my daughter know 

** each other better ?" No, certainly ; 

but at leaft they dp not ; raij*ake*heaa- 

felves.; they, are not fuf cjentty . ac- 

quaintcd together. What then hap- 
pens between a couple that Ifuppojfe 

decent ? Why they ftudy* to pleafr, 

obferve, feek, and find out fopn what 

inclinations: or defires tbfy muft je- 
linquifb, for their mutual tranquillity. 
Thofe lmall lelf -denials give but little 
uneafinefs, as they are forefeen, and 
are reciprocal •, they are foon coq- 

»F 5 verted 



- r -. 
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verted into mutual good will ; and" 

cuftom, which ever ftrerygthens all 

inclinations it does not deftroy, gra- 
dually leads to that fincere friend{hip 3 . 

thai tender confidence! which, when 

united with efieem, forms, I think, 

the true foird happinefs of the married 



w ^ * 



i he iilufions of love, I will allow, 
■irt mere engaging: ; but don't we well 



SJ-O'-'O 



know they are not fo laftin?? And 
what dangers does not their deftru<5tion 
bring on I Then the mod trivial faults- 
become Shocking; and intolerable, be- 









o iK Failed with the ideas of perfec- 
which had feduced us. Each 
then thinks the other is only altered, 

and they themfelves of as much worth 
as in the firft inftant the error took 
its rife* They are aftonifhed they can 

no longer create the charm they ex- 
perienced \ they are humbled ; vanity 

is. hurt, the mind is foured, injuries 
augmented, which bring on peevifh- 

nefs, 
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at>£ 



nefs* and is fucceeded by hatred ; 
thus frivolous pleafures are repaid by 
long misfortunes. 

I hive now given yotr, my dear 
friend, my thoughts on this fubjeft. 

I do -nbt infift on them, only lay them 

you are io decide. 



before 



you: 



Should you perfift in your opinion, J 

ihall <>nly bqg to' know the reafons 

thar combat mine,. I IhaU be happy 

so be ,kt right by you,, and; abpv£ 
all, to 'be made eafy on the fare of 
that lovely child, whofe happinefs V 
(0 3rd?utly wjijh, not only for my par~ 
titular frisndlfeipf for her, f?u& alfofor 
tint which woUes pae -to you 'for ■■ ever* 

Rarhi 08i 4, .17.- 



F 6- 



EET- 
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LETTER CV. 



uhe Marcblonefs de Merteuil t« 



Cecilia Volanges. 



w 



T 



ELL 5 my dear little creature, 



you are very much vexed and afliamed j 

and this fame Valmont is a wicked 
man 5 is he not ? How is all this? He 

dared behave to you as he would to 
the woman he loved beft! He has 

taught you what you was going mad 
to know ! Upon my word, fuch pro- 
ceedings are unpardonable* And you, 

like a good girl, would have kept 

your chaftity f<jr your lover, who 
would not attempt it; you cherifh 
the torments of love only, but not its 

pleafures. Why this is charming; and 

you will make a confpicuous figure 
:n a romance. Loye, misfortunes, 

i and 
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and virtue in abundance ! Lord ! what 
a deal of fine things ! In the midft 
of this brilliant train, it is true, one 

may have nothing to do, but they 
may repay themfelves. 

How the poor little thing is to be 
pitied ! her eyes were funk the next 
morning I What will you* fay, then, 
when your lover's will be fo ? My 

dear angel, you will not be always 

fo; all men are not Valmonts: and 
again ; not dare lift up your eyes ! 
Oh, there you was very right ; every 
one would have read your adventure 
in them. Believe me, however, if it 
was fo, our women and our young la* 

dies even would affyme more modeft 

countenances. 

■ 

Notwithftanding the praifes you 

perceive I am obliged to give you, 
yet you mull agree you failed in your 
matter piece, which was to tell all to 
your mama. You had begun fo well; 
you had flung yourfelf in her arms ; 

you 
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DANGEROUS- 

ed and cried,- What a pa- 

ihztk icene ! What a pity you did 

not c:mpleat it ! Your tender mama,. 

overjoyed, and- -to affift your virtue,, 

would have fhpt you up in a con* 

for life j and there you might have 

loved Danceny as much as you* t 

pk-sfed, without a rival, and without' 

any fin j you might be -aflttfted at- 



"-^ur leifure ; Valraont 'would- -not: 



V V>U 



certainly have come to trouble your 
affiiecion with hi* naughty amufe-- 






But ferioufljv is it poffible-to b'e f fc f 

chilchih. and -_ turned «of fifteen,. as you 1 

are ! You are much in the right to • 
fay, you are fcarcely worthy my carej~ 
I wifh to be your friend : you • 



r-C + 



want one with the mother y&u have,', 
and the huiband The intends for you ;•. 
but if you do not improve mope^w-hat' 
can one make of you?' What can be j 
hoped, if what gives girls fenfe .and ; 
underftandingj deprives you of them. 

If 



e ON N E G T I N 9 rt* 

If you could once bring yourfelf to- 
r^fleft for a moment,, you: would foon* 

difcover* you- fliould rather COftgratu- 
late yourfelf than grieve ^ but you are* 

afhattied -j? and that hurts yom -Com* 

pofe yourfelf 5. tha fhame that follows* 

love is like the pain ; you jfuffer it but 

©n'ce* It may be feigned aftefwardS,, 
but is never felt :• and^yet the pteafure 
remains, and you will own that is 6? 
eonfequenee. I think I can even pick 
out among your nonfenfe,. you- lay*, 
foftve fttfefs on it; Come, be h®neft > 

that uneafinefe that prevented ywftm 
doing as yon jai$\ that made yofc firra 



_* i 



it Jo difficult 4o ftruggiry that made 

you, as it were, -vexed) when Valmont 
went away ; was it ftiame or pleasure 



occafionedit ? 'And his manner 6 f\ 




ing 9 towhkbone did MQthnow'Hwta 

anfwer, did it not proceed from his 

. manner >of doing f Ah, little-girl ! you 

tell a lie to your friend > that's mi 
tight : but -enough of that. 

2 What 
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What above every thiog to any one 
elfe is nothing more than pleafure, 
in your, fituation is . real' bappinefs. 



Being fo circumfranced with a mother, 
whofe affection is of fo much impor- 
tance, and a lover - whom you wifli 
ever to enjoy, can you not : plainly fee 

the only means to unite fuccefsfully 
: thoje oppofite interefts is to bring in 
" a third ? Drawn off by this new ad- 
venture,, whilit you will feem to your 
mama, to facrifice fubmiffively to- her 
will, a paflion that was not agrae«b)e 

tpt her, you will eftaWiflJ ^mh your 

3o>er th* honour of having made, a 

fine refinance, Afluring him con- 

: ftantty of your affections, . you mud 

■ not grant bim the convincing proofs. 

Thofe refijfajf, which are fo trifling 

m r 

: in your fituation,. he will not fail to 

attribute to virtue ; he may, perhaps, 

repine, but his love will increaft; 
and tQ enjoy the double merit of la* 

crtfking to the one your affi&io* and 



to 
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to the other only to refift us force, it 
will coft nothing more than the en- 
joyment of its delights. How many 

women have loft their reputation, 
who would have anxioufly preferred 
it, had they fuch a field, 

Does not this fcheme appear the 
moft feafible as well as the rnoft .de- 
lightful to you ? Do you know what 
you have got by the one you have 
taken ? Your mama attributed your 
immoderate grief to your increafe of 
love, and was fo enraged, that flie 
only waited to be convinced, in order 
to punifh you. I have juft received 
a letter from her, She will attempt 
every method to extraft the avowal 
from yourfelf. She writes me, fhe 
may, perhaps, even go fo far as to 
propofe Danceny to you for a huf- 
band, and this only to make you 
fpeak out. If, feduced by this 'af- 
fectation of tendernefs, you ihould 

open your hearr ; (he would fliut you 

up 
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up for a long time, perhaps, for ever, 
to deplore at leifure your blind cre- 
dulity. 

This fcheme (he Intends to execute 
againft you muft be counteracted by 
another. Begin, then, to be more 
cheafful, to make her believe you do 
not think fo much of Danceny. She 
will be the more eafily prevailed on 
to believe it, as it is the ufual effect 
of abfence ; and fhe will be the more 
pfcafed with you, as fhe will applaud 
herfelf for her prudence which fug- 
gefted the method. If (he fhould 
ftill have her doubts r fhould perfifl: In 
founding you, and fhould come to 
mention matrimony, abide, like a pru* 
dent girl, in your abiblute fubmif- 
fion for you rifk nothing ; as to a 
hufband, one is always as good as 
another ; the moft troublefome is not 
more fo than a mother. 

When your mama is once better 
pleafedj. fhe will have you married ; 

then 
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then, being more free in your . pfo- 
ceedings, yon can, if you pleafe, quit 
Valmont to hare Daaoenj», or etetk 
fceepboth* for obftrve, Ornceny is 



agreeable, it is true, but he none -of 



thofe ,m*n «ne. oan have when thef 

pksfe, and w often es they pteale i 
fo you may be eaiy a»- to bimuw* 

Not fo with Valmont ; it i$ dan* 
gerou* to qwe bim, and difficult so 



lull! 



keep hirt * one. inul be^ery ftalfiil^ 
or very tradable * if you cento, tofo* 
evr, attach bim as a friend, yo* 
would be happy indeed* He touM 
elevate ye». to. the feft malt 
the nioil'A iwowen ; 'that b thfe-wia) 

to gain conMency in life, and notify 
blufh'uig and crying at if your nuns- 
had madeyou^at ydur dinoer oh your 

knees. 




- - J <> i 



If you 4*re prudent* you will theft 
endeavour & malee k up -fnA Val- 
mont, who muft be vety angry with 
you t as you muft learn to repair your 

folly, 



lit 
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folly, do not be afraid to make him 
fome advances ; you will foon learn, 
that although the men make the firft 
to us, we are always obliged to make 
the fecond. You will have a pretence 
for it, for you 1 muft not keep this 
letter; and I require you will deliver 
k-to Valmont as foon as you have read 
it. Do not forget to feal it again*, 
however, before you givp it: for, in 
the firft- place, I wane to leave the 
whole, merit of this proceeding to 
yourfelf, that it fiiould not carry the 
appearance of an advice* moreover, 
J do not know, any one I have fo much 
friendship: for, as to write as I do to 

you. 



Adieu J my charming angel ! follow 



my advice, a 
fucceeds. 



_j 



fit 



let me know how it 



I 

/ > 



P. S. Now I think on't, 1 had like 



to forget 



A word more — Take a 



little more care in your ftile of writing ; 

you 
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you always write fo like a child; 
I know from whence it proceeds •, you 
always write as you think, but do not 
ftudy what you ought to fay: that 
may do very well between you and 
me, who (hould not have any fecrets 
from one another -, but uith e*ery one 
elfe, particularly with your lover, it 

looks fo fooliJh. You muft obferve, 
when you write to any one, it is for 
them, and not for yourfelf: you 
muft endeavour, then, to write to 
pleaie them, and not give them your 
thoughts. 

Adieu ! my heart ! I embrace you, 
inftead of bring -ngry, in hopes you 
will be more rational. 

Paris, 0#. 4, 37 



LET- 
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Tl:c Manhionefs de Merteuil to 
the Vif count de Valmont. 



h 

ADMIRABLE, my dear Vifcount ! 

v: I iove you to diftraftion -, af* 



M J U 



ter the nrft of your two letters, I 



rcisrhc well exped: the fecond, which 
did noc much furprize me \ al- 
though you were fo proud of your 
future fuccefs as to. follicit the re- 
ward, and afk me if I was ready, I 
forefaw there was no necefllty for all 
that expedition. Yes, upon honour, 
perufing the recital of your tender 

icene, that had -affefted you fo much $ 
and reflecting on your modefty, wor- 
thy the moil glorious days of chival- 
ry, I exclaimed, " The opportunity is 

ir loft !" How could it be otherwife ? 

What 



^ T hat WQuld yotj hav? a poor WQ^an 
dp, who furre^rs, ancj will n,ot be 

a?ce^&4 ? Why, faith, in fych a cir- 
cymftaase* appeases mqft he- laved* 
and t^at. is,, only what your Preficien.te 

iias donp» Fo>r my p^rt, I very well 
kn,ow, the- ; ft<?p Ibe has taken has its 
effedt, ar$ intend to follow the exam-! 
pje OA the firft fcjiOiUS. occafiqn that 
offers | but I. fe?ar 5 if whoever 1 take 
this troupe. fo$ d<?es n$t make a bet- 
ter ufe of i$ thaii yoq have done, he 
raay certainly renounce me, for ever. 

Thus are you reduced* pofitrve- 
iy, to a meer nothing I by two wo- 
men, one of which was fixed for the 
next day, and the other vvifhed for 
nothing fo m,uch! Well, you will 
be apt to think I boaft, and fay it; 
is, eafy to prophecy after the event j 
but I fwear I expeded it * for you 
really ha^a no genius for your pro- 
feffio^; you barely know- what you, 

have learned ; yqu h^ve no invention j 

when 
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when circumftances do not affift your 

formalities of cuftom, and you are 
obliged to go out of the common 
road, you flop fliort Hke afchool-boy ; 
to fern up all, a childifhnefs on 'the 

on? hand, a return of prudery on the 
other, becaufethey are hot every day 
experienced, are enough to difeon- 
cert you •, you neither know how to 
remedy or prevent then* Ah, Vifc 



count! Vifcountl vou teach me not 



to judge men by 'their Tuccefs, and 
we muft foon fey of you, **he was 

«' brave fuch a day." When-yoii com- 
mit blunder on blunder, why then 
you fly to me — One would imagine 
I have nothing eife to do but. ret rie ve 
your follies: it is certainly, work 



iou$h for *riy one jfctfoh/ } '-'V 

However, as to thofe tw# HHrea 

tores -, the one was undertaken con 

tracy to my indinttion, — tht other 



patdfome attention to my 



wifhes, I take on myfclf; 



Read 
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^ / 



.tyeajj firft the inclofcd letter, then 

ve it , to the Httle Volanges * it is 
ore than; fufficjeot tp« recal her ; but 
beg- 70 u will pay fome attention to 
child ; let us join together to 



\ ■ * 1 * * 



make . her the greatcft curfe . and a£ 



a - t ' 



Eift ion of her mother -and Gercoutf : 
ther*. is. no danger in giving her large 
Jes j I fee plainly the little thteg 

t 

will, not be frightened.; and, our 
fcheme once compleattd, jhe ,may ad: 
39 fhe jtleafes. 

I (hall be totally unconcerned 4 



4 1 



.her. I had Xome thoughts of making 
her a fubaltern intriguer, to take her 
to play . the fecond .parts under me ; 
iuc I perceive fhe has no geniu^; (he 

-has a kind of fbolilh openneft that has 



* . . . 1 . 



d \ 



not given way to the fpecinc you ad- 
mioiftered. which, however, feldom 



i ' 



fails-, and, ia my opinion, it is the 



1 - \ 



raoft dangerous difordcr a woman can 

poffibiy have •, it marks, more than any 

thing, a weaknefs of temper, which 

Vol. III. G oppofes 



'\xi 'd'akcVro u s 

Oppofes every thing, and which is 
'afmoft always incurable } fo that our 



* * , i 



time .would be loft in forming this 



0*»i'i L« «£/•' "fcf 1 



little girrfor intrigue, ^ l atbeft, (he 

iieVer will be more than a cdrrieatable 

^man. I dbti't J know ' any thing' fo 

' iitfifH as thae ; ftut)id facility, that 

' rfkkes a womb corhpl {ant without 



V * t • w • * 



' knbwing why or wherefore; dnly be- 

caufe fhe is attacked, altd knows hot 
; liow to Tet^ft fthofe fort ^f women 



are abfolutely mere machines. Yfcu 

; !J ^in : %^at b^l^we^knt r and 

* that is'ftiMcierit for our pufrpofe. lie 
it fo : but'fc rnu'rY'notb^fbrgot, that 



- A 



every orie fdoif 'becomes J aeqtaihied 
with the^rift^'aniicoTirrtWs ofthofe 






machines rfc? that to -iffif Wohe, 



■without bad ' confeqUences, we miift 

lofe no fe, c lidp c when neceffary, ahd 

' afterwards br^ak it. We'ihall Wot be 

at r a : 'M to'get rid bFKer/'aha^er- 



ft f 



tourt will' be-Mly <to -dorter her 
when -"-tot pleafe. ■' Uj Wen he can no 



•longer 
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longer doiibt his (Jifafter, when it will 
be public and notorious, what matters 
it us if he revenges hi mfelf, provided 
he is iocoriplable ? What I lay of the 
ibuiband, *I: dare fay you.fbjnk the 



' < ■ 



of the . mother -, therefore 
4ofle. 

L 

his, meafuje, wh. ich I cojpee 



! 



be the, fcefc atwa^ed my ^qug^ts, 

made ,me refolye to jcad . on the, young 
thing. briKHly, .as.you, wilj perceive Jby 
my. letter j it is aifo of the .v^pft con- 
ference not to Jewe, any thing injer 
poffeffion that may commit ,us, wjiich 
I beg.you w ill attend to. , This pre- 
caution .obferved , I tajce the , morally 
on myfelf i. therernainder. js : in ypur 
. department ; howeyer,, if . $ei W 

hereafter find fhe imprqves,, we, ftpll 
always fcaye itime ; to; altera o#r ; plan j 
which had;li|cefyh.aye teenlJie ca/e, 
and :that. we fttfuld .one jyrae^or ptVr 
^ase .been , employed, at,, >?h»( we «« 

Gi npw 



*\ 
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now about ; but at ail events our la- 
bour will not be loft. 

I mud, however, tell ycu s mine 
had like to be deftroyed ; and Ger- 
court's good fortune had nearly over- 
powered my prudence. Madame de 
Volanges, in a fit of maternal fond- 
nefs, was on the point of giving away 
her daughter to Danceny \ from thence 
proceeded the remarkable tendernefs 
you obfcrvcd the next morning. This 
would have been (till one of your maf- 
ter ftrokes. Fortunately the tender 
parent confulted me about it; and I 
expeft my anfwer will give her a dif- 
relilh to it. I faid fo much in praife 
of virtue, and wheedled her fo well, 

that I am fure (he will be pleafed with 
my reafons. 

I am forry I had not time to take a 
copy of my letter, for your edifica- 
tion, on the aufterity of my morals. 
You would there fee how contempti- 
ble I hold thofe women of depraved 

prin- 



■> 
** 
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principles who have lovers. Nothing 

fo commodious, as to be a rigourift 

in convention ; ir only hurts others, 
and gives w no uneafinefs. More- 



had her 



good 



others, in her younger days. L was 
not forry to humble her conference, at 
leaft, which was- tome - confolation for 



the praifes I was obliged to give her 
again ft; my own. kwasthus^in {the 
fame letter, ihe idea of hurting Ger- 
court infpired me the refolution to 
freak well of him. 



* * # * k * 



< 



approve much 
of your plan of remaining where you 

i 

are for feme time. I have no means 
for expediting your march : but I re- 

F 

commend you mould employ your 
time with our pupil.. As to myfelf,. 
notwithftanding your polite fummpos, 
you find you muft ftill wait, and you 

wUl agree with me it is not my fault. 
Paris, Off, 4, m 
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y H * 



Azolan to the Vtfcount de Valmont. 



S^IKi 




N receipt of ydur ©refer*, I im- • 
rigdilteiy bailed on Mr, BefWa!noy 
yWc fibnduf s ftew^rd, Who paid tsf 
tw^y^ffve loui* d^s, as yo\ir to* 



t 



rfobr'" m Ordered! t af&d him' for' 



* 



r ^ 



> 



two more for Philip, who was? to* fee 
off irfim<!dialely, : as your honour had 
dr'denftf/ aWd wlid hadncfnlohey } bu\ 
/our fleWard would rioTgiVe to}, as 
he faid he had hot any order from 

your: honour to that purftoft ; fo I was' 
ote^rt*yVe thefcmim'rrtyfeftafid 



WnWy* I&nWwifr be f&afed to" 



.. .! 



ftiflty fet out lift hlgk I fccdnv 
mended it to hitfifrrbngly kdt to'feive 



M 



V * 



^ 



1> 



the 
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neceffary 



may find, him when 



immediately, after to Ma- 

refidente's* to fee Mademoi- 



Julic: Kfiit fhe was abroad, 
ajdonly fpeak to La Eieure, : 

en I could not get any intellia 



hecaufe be., h^s . been always abroad 
fmce Ms return only at meal times. 



* ► 



It is the fecond tba,c has. always ajten.d 
ed table, and your, honour knows ] 

Ha4.no ^quainfanqew^ him,;; bu!; i 

I returned this, morning to Made 
moifelje JiUie^ and fhe feemed ver] 
glad, to fee me. I alked here 



_ ^ 



■ A + + 



* 1 



iog th ? 4-eafo^ , her. m^fe return, 
iog to towr^ ftietold me,;% kqe^, 
nothing of it, and I believe ihe fpokc> 

truth. I fcolded her, becaufe flje di<J, 
not $V. me. of tl?eir going awaj?, and 
% o>plare^ ; fhe fcne\£ n^thjng, <# jf, 
till her miftrefs was going to bed ; fo 

ihe was obliged to, lit ug to fettte eyery 

Gr 4 4 thing, 



ui 
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thing, and the poor girl had but two 
hours reft. She did not leave her mif- 
tfefs till paff one; and 1 (he left her 



• * 



Writing. 

: In the morning Madame de Tour- 

vfel left a letter with the houfekeeper. 
Mademoifelft Jfalie does not know for 
Who: but imagined it was for your 
honour, but your honour faid nothing 
of it to me. Dbring the whole jour- 
nfey Madame had a g*eat cloak over 
her, which hid If er entirely ; but M&- 

demoifelle Julie thinks (he cried verjr 



often. She did'not fpeafc a word du- 
ring the whole journey, and the would 1 
Hot (top ar — , r as {he did in coming y 
which was not very agreeable to Ma- 
defmoifelle Julie, whoKa4'not break- 
fafted : bur, as I faid, matters will be* 
matters. 

When the* came tatown, Madame* 
went to bed for two hours. When - 



* The £hdc village, half tf ay on the-roadi 



+. m 



(hCe 
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fire got up, (he lent for the porter, 
and gave him orders not to admit any 
one. She did not make any toilette* 



'■ • i A 



tin jimiBtiinujiMi]ii«iiiii a^n i m * 



ly tailed 

foup, and went away diro&ly. 



Her coffee was brought to her apart- 
ment. Madamoifelle Julie went in at 
the fame time. She found her mif- 
trefs fettling fome papers in ; her defies 



(he could perceive 



tcrs I would 



fce 



evening. 




fhe had before her late the fame 
t. I am very certain it was one 
from your honour ^ but why Ihould 
ibe come away that way, that afto^ 
ntthes me;, but certainly your honour 

knows, and' it is no bufinefs of mine 

■ 

Madame the Prefidente went to tJie 



library in the evening,, and look two 



books, which * (he carried into her 

^ 4 

fling room : but Mademoifelle Ju- 

declares Ihe did not read a quarter 

Gt of 
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W ft hrjur the whole ddy, ihd that 

flie did nbthihfe but read the lettiir, 



**i *** 



ihdfe, and lean- on her artn. As I 

t 

bought your honour would be glad 



to 1cnow what books they were, arid 
that Made'moifelle Julie did notkhow, 
I ttlade ah excufe to go and fee the li- 
brary to day : there is ho void but for 
two books ; one is the fecond volunie 
6f Chriftian Thought, and the t)ther 
the firft book of a work entitled Cla- 
Wa. I write as it was before rfiCj 
your honour willxertainly know what 



. * 



it is. 



Haft night Madame had no fupper, 
only took tea. This motnirig (he rurig 
early, and ordered her carriage imme- 
diately, and went before nine to rriafs 
at t)Je Fenillant's. She wanted to go 
to' cbnfeflion, but her confeflbr was 
not in the way, and will not return for 
eight or ten days. J thought it ne- 
ceffary to inform your honour of this. 

She then came home, breakfafted, and 

i fat 
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fa down to write, and ftajfdjjf it tilf 

near one o'clock. I t^erj foynjjl an op- 
portunity of doing what your honoiy 
wifhed moft for, for I carried thp 
letters to tjbe poft pjice,, JTjieje was 

none for Madame de y$jjjgffL ,y p% } 

fend your honour oo£ fof'.^nljeur 
•the Present ; I fought that migty 

be the mpft neceffary. T^?% e wa £ 
one .alio for l^d^e dp JLo^^ j; 
Mt I thought yqux toflour^igfit^ 
th,at whenever yo,u had a, nji^d, and f, 
le^go. B^d^your^Qflo^r wjjl 

.know all, as Madame tfye Prefidjtntp 
M W>te to ,b^n. ,%r#er ; I cap 
^aye ,all your fflnour $p(fs i/or^ 

is Mademoifell^) Julie that j4moft 
always , giyes them $o. }hp Jctvants, 
,and fbe has promiftd me, ,jb/& put.qf 
/riendttup to rpeas wjjll^ /ox ypiar 
honour, ihe will do eyery thing J 
would have her. She wouW n<# .eyep 
take tKe money I offered her i but 4 



r 



dare fay your honour will make, he 

G6 fomc 
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* 

feme (malt prefentr and if it is your 
pleafure, and tfiat you think proper, 
1 Ihall foon know what will pleaTfe 
her. 

•i * 

I hope your honour wilf not think - 

* 

me negligent in your fervice. 1 have 
it much at heart to be clear of the re- 

t 

preaches made me. It was my zeal) 
for your honour's fenricc was the rea- 

fon of my not knowing Madame thfc 
PreGdente's departure, becaufe your 

honour ordered* me to fet out at three 
in the morning, which hindered me 
from feeing Mademoifelle Julie at 
night as ufual, as f went to fleep with 
{the oilier, that I might not dffturb 
the people in the caffle. 

As to what your honour fays, Tarn 
often in want of money, ft is becaufe 
I always love to be decent, as your ho- 
nour may fee j befides, one muft kfcep 
up the honour of the livery they wean 
I know very well I ought to fave tome- 
thing for a rainy day ; but I depend 
* ' entirely 
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entirely on your honour's generofity, 
who has been fo good a matter. 

As to what vour honour defires, of 
rny entering into Madame de Tour- 



vei's iervice, and ftill remaining, in* 
your's, I hope your honour will not 

require it; it was quite different at' 
the Duchefs's -, for I certainly cannot 

ffoop to wear a livery, and a lawyer's 
livery, after having been your ho- 
nour's huntfman. As for all' the reft, 

your honour may difpofeas you pleafe 
of him, who is, with the greateft re- 
ipeft andaffeftion, his moft^humbte 
and obedient fervant, 

Roux Azolan, hunt/man; 
Parh % Off. ?j at night* 



LET. 



#•■ 
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LETTER CYIII. 



The Prefuiente ie Tourvel tQMfldame 



de RoSEMONDE. 



M 



Y dear indulge jnothef, what 



.^bligatigns <& I not lay under toypor! 
vhjat cqmfort have I not Fe$wc0 
from your letter! I have re^d it over 
and over ; I c^onot lay it down $ tp 

it I .owe t&e fqiv a^ments; of eafe I 
have had fince my departure, - Ypjjr 



bounty, your virtue, y$ur prudence 
can, then, companionate my weak* 
nefs. You pity, my misfortunes. Ah ! 
could you but be fenfible of them 

they are frightful. I imagined I had 
experienced the pangs of love ; but 
the mod excruciating, which muft be 
felt to have any idea of it, is to be fe- 

parated from the beloved objed, for 

ever 
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ever Separated 1 — Tbc anguifli that 
finks me to-day will again return to- 
morrow, the next day, all my life! 
Great -God'! I am yet but young, 
what a length of fu Serines ! 



To be fhe caufe of one's own mi- 
fcry ; to tear one's heart with then- 
own hands ; and during thofe insup- 
portable torments, to tab* onccah 
put a period to them *vith a word, 
arid that Word to be 
Alas, my dear friend 1 

When I took the painful lefoln- 
tion to banifli myfclf from him, II 



was flattered' with the hope that *b- 



r 

t 



fence would mcfeafe my ffrength aid 
refolution. How fatally -am I de- 



ceived! They feem to have totally 



abandoned me. 1 had moreito ftrug- 

gle wifh, its true : but in my '> refift* 
ahce -I was not deprived of nil r«- 
fourcej I could fometirries . fee hi ml; 
often even not daring to look on him, 
I was fenfible his eyes Werefixed-dn 



me 



j 
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me, they feemed to cheer my , hear*. 
But now in my difinal folitude, fepa- 
rated from' all any heart held dear, 
lonely with my misfortunes, every 
moment of my painful exiftence is 
inarked> with tears, nothing to fatten 
their bitternefs,. no confolation to min- 
gle with- my iacrifices ; and thofe I 

have already made, render thofe I ft ill 
muft make more forrowful. 

Even yefterday, how forcibly did 
I experience this ! Among, the let- 
ter* brought me, there was one from 

him r which I* diftinguiihed from 
among the reft before tbcy. were de- 
livered. I trembled — 1 rofe inyo- 
luntarily — fcarce could conceal my 
emotion ; and yet- that ftate was not 
unpteafing. Soon after left alone, 
this deceitful ple&Aire fled, and left 
•ne more fecrifiee to be made: for 
how could I open this letter, which- 1 
was impatient to read ? Strange fata- 
lity I that the. few confolations wbioh 

offer 
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offer are fo many new privations to- 
me; which are (till made more intol- 
erable by the idea that M. de Val- 
mont ihares them. 

It is our at lad , that name that in* 
ceilantly po 111- lies me, that I had To- 
much pain to write: the kind* of re- 
proach you gave me, has bten tru- 
ly alarming — I befeech you will- 
be perfuaded, no falfe lhame has al- 
tered my confidence in you; — then- 
why fli 011 Id I be afraid to name him ?■ 
Ah ! I am alharncd of my fentiments,. 
hut not of him who caufes them; 
Where is there another fo worthy to 
infpire them ? Yet I can't account- 
why that name does not naturally 
flow from my pen ; and even now, I 
could not write it Vuhout fome paufe : 
but to return to him. You write me, 
he appeared amazingly affefted at my 
departure. What did he fay then ? 
What did he do ? Did he talk of re- 
turning to Paris ?.' I beg you will put 

him 
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him off it, if you pofiibly can. If he 
docs me juilice, he ought not to be 
angry with me for this Hep : but he 
mull be fenfible it is an irreverfible 
reiolution. One of my greateft tor- 
tures is to be ignorant of his thour hts. 
I (till have his letter there — but you 
will certainly agree with me, I ought 
not to open it. 

It is only through you, my mod in* 
dulgent friend, I ihall not be entirely 
feparated from him. I will not abufe 

your goodnefs. I know well you 
mult not wrire lng letters : but vou 
will not refufe a few words to your 
child, to a /nil her relblution, and con* 
iole her. Adieu, my mod refpe&able 



r 



inend ! 



Tari^ 0/7. 5, 17—. 
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LETT E R CIX. 



Cecilia Volanges to the Manbfo 

nefs dt Merteuil. 




EAR Madam, I did not deliver 
the letter you aid me the honour to 
write me until this day to M, de Val- 
rnont. I kept it four days, often- un- 
der great apprehcnfions left it fhould 
be difcovered, but concealed it care- 
fully ; and when a fit oi dulncfs feized 
me, I locked my t elf up to read it 
again. I begin to think what I ima- 
gined fo great a misfortune, is a tri- 
fling thing; I own there is a deal of 
pleafure in it; lb that I begin to be 
tolerably eafy. Nothing now gives 
me any trouble, but the idea of Dan- 
ceny ; I am often, that I do not think 
of him at all, and I believe it is becaufe 

M.de 
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K. dc Valmont is fo engaging. I 



made it up with him two days ago 



v- 



which was not at all difficult ; for be- 

* 

fore I had fcarcely fpoke, he faid, if 
I had any thing to tell him, he would 

come to my room at night if it w» 
agreeable to me. Asfoon arhe came, 

he was as good humoured as if I had 

not door any thing to vex him. He 

did not fcold mo till afterwards, and 

T 

then- very gently, but in fuch a man- 
ncr-^juftas you ufed to do* which ' 
convinces me,, he love* me very 
zntwh. 

I cannot remember all the comical 
ft ones he told me, which I fhoukl ne- 
ver have believed* particularly about 
mama. I would be much obliged to 
you, if you would let me know if it 
'•# all true. I could not refrain from 
laughing j. ; onee I was ready to bur ft. 
out, which frightened us both •, . for 
mam* would have bea/d me, and the* 

what would beconje of me ! Jhe would 

have: 
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have infallibly ihut me up ia the con- 
vent. 
I muft be prudent ; and, as M. 



_ » 

de Valmont fays h^wuld ftot run 




the rifle of a difcd^pfor all the 
world, wc have agreed, hereafter he 
will only come, open the -door, and 
we will go to Jus chamber. There 
will be no danger then ; I was there 

4aft night.: whttft 1 am writing to 
you, I expe& him. Now, Madame I 
4iope you will not be angry with me. 

There is ftill fomething in your koer 

that ibrprifes me a good deal ; that 



is, in regard to Danceny and M. de 
Valmont when I am married. I think 
ybu told me at the opera, when once 
I was married, I fliould love no one 
-but my hu/band, and I muft even 
forget Danceny : may be I did not 
underftand you rights and I would 
much rather it was other wife, becaufe 
1 fliould not then be fo much afraid 

of being married. I ftiall even with 

for 
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for it, as I (hall have the more liber- 
ty. I hope then matters may be fo 
fettled, that I ihall have Danceny on- 
ly to think of. I know very well I 

Hull never be truly happy but with 
him ; for the thoughts of him con- 
ftantly difturb me; I have no peace 
but when I do not: think of him, and 
that is not in my power; as foon as 

he comes in my head, I grow melan- 
choly. 

My greateft confolation is, you pro 
mife me -Danceny will love me the 
more for it : are you very fure of it D 
You would not deceive me, I know ; 
however, it is very whimfical that it 
fhould be Danceny I love, and that 
M. cle Valmont — but, as you fay, 
may be it is all for the better, I <lo 
not well underftand what you mention 
about my writing. Danceny likes 
my letters very well : I muft not fay 
any thing to him. I know> about whar 

paifc? 
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pafles between M. de Valmont and 
me — you need not be .uneafy about 
that. 

Mama:' has not fpoke yet about 
marriage; but when (he does, fince it 
is to enfnare me, I promife you I 
will know how to tell a lie. 

Adieu, my dear friend $ I am very 

much obliged to you ; I affufe you I 
(hall never forget your friendihip: 

I muft conclude, for it is almoft one, 
*nd ; M. de Valraont will ,be tare 

fobq. • 

0#. 10, 17 
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LETTER CX. 



Vifcount de Valmont to the Marcbh- 

nefs de Merteuil. 



1 E heavenly powers ! I bad a foul 
'farmed for farrow ; grant me one for 
hltfs.* I think it is the tender Saint 

?reux, who thus expreffes hirofcif: 
more equally divided than he, I at 
once am poffeflcd of both. I am, my 
dear friend, at once very happy and 
very miferable; fince you are entire- 
ly in my confidence, I will relate my 
pains and pleafures. 

My ungrateful devotee ftill perfe- 
veres in her inflexibility \ (he has re- 
turned me four letters unopened — not 
four neither, for guefling that after 



* New Hcloife. 



the 
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the firft, it would be followed by 
mother, I refolved not to lofe my 

time thus, to make my mournful 
complaints as common-place without 

a date, and fince the fecond poft, it 

is always the fame letter goes and 
comes, I only change the coven If 

my fair one ends as fair ones gene- 
rally do, and willreient,atleaft through 
fatigue; (he will at length keep it: 
then will be the time to renew the 
corr refpondence j you may guefs this 
new method hurts my intelligence. 
1 have, however difcovered the fickle 
woman has changed her confidant; 
I am certain at lead fince her leaving 
the caftle, flie has not wrote to. M. 
de Volanges; but has twice wrote to 
old Rofemonde. As fhe has not faid any 
thing of it to us, and does not even 
mention her dear fair one % who fhe was 
inceffantly talking of, I concluded (he 
is appointed fucceflbr: I conjc&urethe 

Vol. III. H needfity 
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neceffity of talking of me on the one 
Jiand,and the fhame of again afluming 
with Madame de Volanges, a fub- 
je£t (o long difavowed, have produced 
this grand revolution: I am appre- 
henfive I (hall lofe by the change; 
for the older women grow, the more 
morofe and fevere thev are : the firft 
would have faid every thing evil of 
roe, but the other will fay more of the 
evils of love.; and the fenfible prude 
is more afraid of the paflion than the 
Perfon. The only method to be in- 
formed 16, -as you will obferve, to put 
a Hop -to the clandeftine trade ; I have 
already given my huntfman ample di- 
reftions, and .am hourly in expec- 
tation ; until then, chance rules all. 
For thefe laft eight days I have run 

over all manner of known methods, 
as alfo thofe of romances and fecret 

memoirs, and cannot find a precedent 

neither for the circumftances of the 

.adventure, or charatter of the heroine. 

The 
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The difficulty does not lie in getting 
into her houfe, even at night, or even 
to fet her aflecp as in Clari0a, but 
after two months of care and trouble* 
to be obliged to recur to fuch ftrange 
methods; follow the track others have 
left, and triumph without gjory !— No, 
ihe {hall not have the fleajuu ofvicp 
and the honour of virtue* It is not 
enough to poflfefs her, flie lhall give 
hcrfelf up : to compafs this, I muft 
not only get into her houfe, with 

her confent; find her alone, and in- 
clined to liften to me; above all, 
blind her on her danger, for if fhe 
perceives it, fte will overcome it or 
periih. The more convinced I am 

r 

what is neceflary to be done, the 
greater I find the difficulties in the ex- 
ecution; were you again to ridicule 
me, I will confefs my embarraflment 
increafes the more I think of it* 



* New Heloifc. 



H 2 I really 
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I really believe I fhoold have gone 
mad, were it not for the pleating dif- 
tra&ion our p-ipil-gives me; my re- 
creations with her are an antidote to 
melancholy. 

Would you believe k was three 
whole days before your letter had any 
<ffe&on the little terrified creature? 

Thus one falfe idea is capable of 
<deftroying the beft difpofition. 

At length on Saturday Ihe came 
about, began to mutter a few words, 
in fuch a low tone, and fo inarticulate, 
with (ha me no doubt, it was aim oft 
impoffible to understand her : her 
■blulhes, however, declared the bufi- 
nefs j until then, I affumed a confe- 
•quential air, but iboa foftened by fo 
pkafing a repentance, I condefcended 
to promtfe tthe pretty penitent, to go 
to her at night ; this favour was ac- 
cepted with all the gratitude due to fo 
great a kindnefs. 

As 
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As I never lofe fight of your 
fchemes or my own, I refolved aot 
to negleft thw opportunity of com* 
ing at the intrinfic value of this child, 
alfo to accelerate her education. To 
be more at liberty to profccute this 
bufinefs, it was neceflary to change 
the place of rendezvous, for as there 
is only a clofet which feparates her 
room from that of her mother's, (he 
could not think herfclf fufficieotljr 
fafe to indulge at her eafe : I was de- 
termined then to contrive innocently r 
fome noife which mould frighten her, 
and make her refplve in future to ac- 
cept a place of more fafety, but fbe 

faved me the trouble. 

The little thing laughs much, and 
*o keep up her fpirits, I took it in my 
head between the a&s, to tell her 
fome fcandaious adventures that oc- 
curred to me j to give them a greater 
relifh, and fix her attention the more, 
I put them all to her mother's account, 

H 3 who 
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who I loaded with vice and folly. My 
dcfign in this, was to encourage my 
timid fcholar, and infpire her with a 
moft defpicable opinion of her mother. 
I have always obferved, that if this 
method was not always neceflary for 
the fedu&ion of a young girl, it is 
indifpenfable, even the moft efficaci- 
ous, to vitiate her*, for fhewhohas 
no refpeft for her mother, will never 
have any for herfelf; this moral truth, 
which I think (o ufeful, I am glad to 
illuftrate by an example to corrobo- 
rate* the precept. But your pupil, 
who did not dream of the moral, Was 
every moment ready to burft with 
laughing, and once had like to have 
broke but. I had no difficulty to 
perfuade, her Ihe made a great noife ; * 
I fcemed much alarmed, fo did (he: 
that it toighf make the impreffion 
more forcible,' I did not fuffer plea- 
fare to make its appearance again, 

but left her three hours fooher than 

ufual, 



*<* 
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ufuaf, after having agreed to meet the 
next night hi my "chamber. I have al- 
ready received her twice: in this fhort 
interval, the fcholar is alihoft as le'Afri- 



• * t -, * - ' - 1 r * 



ed as the matter : yes, upon myiford 
I have" taught her every thing as far 
as the compliances : I have concealed 

nothingf'but the 'precautions! 
Being rnHrt' tHgaged 'ail n ight, I fleep 



thVgreateft part of the^day ; and as, 



in Wjwfent'tott of the caftfc, I 
have frothing td attraft me, I fcarcely 
appear an hour in the day in thtt fa- 
lotfh 1 ;} l^odaVl have taken the refo- 



• ' ( . 



lutibn to eatin my room-*fhali only 
leavfe it how and then fur a fliort 
walk: thofe oddities will be imputed 
to my health j I have declared I was 
devanfedvtUh fpleen-, I have alfo talk- 
ed of a little fever; it will be fuffi-* 
cient to /peak in a weak and languid 
voice to make that go down ; antf 
for an- alteration in my countenance, 
rely on your pupil, love will, provide 

H 4 for 
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r */.* My leifure hours are taken 
up with the means of regaining the 
advantages I have loft over my in- 
grate, in competing a catecbifm of 
debauchery for the ufe of my fcholar, 
wherein I call every thing by its tech- 
nicbal name ; I anticipate my joy on 
the very affecting converfation it will 
furrtifli between Gercourt and Jhe the 
firft night aftej their marriage. No* 

thing can be more diverting than the 
ingenuoufnefs with which (he ex* 
preifes what little Ihe knows of this 
language j ihe does not think people 
ought tofpeak other wife; this is really 
enchanting} this contrail of Ample 
candour, with the ft tie of barefaced 
impudence, has its effeftj and I do 
not know how it is, but of late nothing 
pleafes me but oddities. 

I give too much way perhaps 
to this, as I commit my time and 

health ; but I hope my feigned fick- 
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nefs 
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nefs may, befides faving me the difa- 
greeable tedioufaeis oi the ialoon, be 
of fervicc with my auftere devotee, 
whole ferocious virtue is ftill allied to 
tender lenfibilicy ! I make no doubt 
flie is by this time informed of this 
great event, and I have a ftrong de- 
fire to know how {he takes it, as I 
would venture to hy a wager fhe will 
rake the honour of it to herfelf; I fhall 
regulate the ftate 0: my health accor- 
ding to the impreffion it makes on 

her. Now, my charming friend, you 
have my whole ftor/ : I wifli to have 
more interefting nc-vs for you -, and I 
hope you will be perfuaded, that I 
reckon on the rewa-d I expeft from 
you as a great fnare in the pleafure I 
nromile myfelf 



■ 

r 

r 
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LETTER CXI. 



Count Gkrcourt to Madame de 



<-' * 



VOLANGES. 




VERY thing in this country, Ma- 
dam, Has the moft pacific appearance, 
and we daily expeflfofders to return 
to France, I hope you have not the 
lead doubt of my eagernefs for this 
return, to compleat my union with 
Mademoifelle de Volanges and you. 

Yet the' Duke of , my coufin, to 

whom you know I am under fo many 

* 

obligations, has juft informed me of 
his recal from Naples. He writes me, 

his intention to come by Rome, and 
take in his way that part of Italy he 
has not feen. lie requefts I lhould ac- 
company him on this journey, which 
will be of fix weeks or two months. 
I will not conceal from you, it would 
be very agreeable to me to embrace 

this 



CONNECTIONS. i S j 

this opportunity. For when once 
married, I (hall not readily undertake 
any journeys but. thofe the fervice 

will require; perhaps, it would be 

aifo more convenient to poftpone the 

w 

ceremony until winter, a& all my re- 

* * 

lations will not be in Paris until then,. 

particularly the Marquis de * , to 

whom 1 am indebted for the hope, of 
being allied to you*, Notwithstand- 
ing thofe. confiderations, jny.refolu* 
tiqns oo this matter, lhall be entirely 

governed by, yours y and if you are 
not,perfeftiy.fatisfied with this pro- 
pofal, 1 inftantly renounce mine. I 
only requcft you will do me the favour 
to inform me of your intentions. ( 
ihall wain your anfwer. here,, which. 



condtid 



& 



fentimeot 
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{Lhumble fervanr* . 
Count de Gercourt. 
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1 

Madame de Rosemond to the Prejt- 

dente de TouRvel. 

(Diflatcd only.) 



^^^^^^^Bl 



1 HIS inftant, my lovely dear, I 
received your letter of the nth,* and 
the mild reproaches ic contains. Yo» 
mull confcfs you intended to make 
many more * if you had not recollect- 
ed my title of mother, you would 
have given me a fcolding r That 
would have been very unjuft. It was 
my hope and wifh,< to have been able 
to anfwer you myfelf, which made me 
defer it daily $ yet, after aH, you fee 
I am obliged to employ my waiting 

woman's hand, to do me that office. 



* This letter wa» oerer found. 



The 
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The abominable rheum at ifni has again 
fcized me; it has this time taken its 

refidence in my right arm, fo I am 

abfolutely deprived of its ufe. This 

is the confequence of fuch a young 
blooming creature's having old friends ; 
they fuffer from our diforders. 

As fuon as my pains will give me 
any relief, aiTure yourfelf I will have 
a long chat with you. In the mean 
time I muft acquaint you, I received 
both your letters. If! it was poffible* 
they would have redoubled my friend- 
fhip for you ; and that I fhall never 
ceafe taking a lively (hare in every 
thing that concerns you. 

My nephew is alfo a little indif- 

pofed; but it is not of any confe- 
quence, and need not give any unea- 
finefs. It is a flight indifpofition,. 
which feems to affect his temper more 
than his health. We fcarcely ever fee 

him now. 

His 
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His retreat, and your departure, 
will not much enliven our little circle. 
The little Volanges has an immenfe 
deal of chat, and yawns all day, as if 

flie would fwallow you j for thefe few 
days efpecially, fhe does us the ho- 
nour to fall into a profound fleep eve- 
ry evening. 

F * 

Adieu, my lovely dear ! I am ever 
your fincere friend, your mama, your 
fiftcreven, if my great age would -al- 
low me the title. 1 am, in few word^ 



moft tenderly attached to you 






/ ' 



Signed, Adelaide, for 



i 



Madame de RoskMo irt> e. 



■ t 



From tbi caftle of - 
Oft. 1 4, 1 7 
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LETTER CXIII. 



Marcbionefs de Merteuil to the Vif- 

count ie Valmont. 




THINK it time to inform you, 
Vifcount, the world begin to talk 1 of 
you. Your abfence from Paris is re- 
marked, and the caufe guefied. I was 
yefterday at a public fuppcr, which 
was very numerous ; where it was p<S- 
fitively aliened, you wis detained in 
a village by an unfortunate romantic 
amour. Joy was inftantly Vifible on 
the countenance of all thofe envious 
of your fucceiTes, arid of ill the wo- 
men you have neglefled. Believe tine, 

* f r 

you fhould not fuffer fuch dangerous 
reports to gain ground, and Ihould 



* * 



immediately return to deftroy them 



by your prefence. 



Re- 
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Remember, if you once lofe the re- 
putation of irrefiftible, you will foon 
more readily find refiftance j your ri- 
vals wiH lo£ the refpeft they had for 
you, and will dare you * for is there 
one amongft them who does not think 
himfelf more powerful than virtue? 
But, above all, remember, among the 
number of women you have held up, 
to public view, all thofe you have not 
had, will attempt to undeceive the 
public, whillt the others will ufe eve- 
ry means to abufe it*. To fum up all,, 
you muft expeft to be rated, perhaps*, 
as much beneath your value,, as you* 
have hitherto been above it. 

Return then,. Vlfcount, and no lon- 
ger facrifkc your reputation to a pue- 
rile whim* You have done all we 
wanted with the little Volanges; and 
as for your Prefidente,, it is hot very 
probable you will do your bufinefs 

with her at ten leagues diftance. Do 

you imagine fhe will go after you ? 

Per. 
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Perhaps (he no loqger thinks of you, 
or thinks of you only Co felicitate her- 
felf for having humbled you. But 
here you would find fame opportunity 
of appearing with eclat, and you real- 
ly want it. , If even you fho^d con-, 

tinuc obflintte in your ridiculous ad- 
venture, I can't fee how your return 

would hurt you — on the contrary. 

For if your Prefiderite adqrp yau^ 
as you have fo often told me, but M- 
ver yet proved, her only confolation 

her fole pleafure, ought now to be to. 
fpeak of you, to know what you , do, 

what you fay, what you think/ even, 
the raoft trifling matter about you., 
Thofe wretched fooleries are of fbnac 
confequeoce, according to the priva- 
tions that are experienced* They are 
the crumbs falling from the table of 
the rich man, which he defpifes ; but 
which the poor one colleds with avi- 
dity, and feeds on. So the poor 
Piefideote at prefent receives thofe 

crumbs j 
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t w 

crumbs j^nd "the more fhe has of 

* 

them, (he will%e leis greedy for the 
reft. Moreover, as you know her 
confidant, there is no doubj but- eve- 
ry letter contains & little exhortation 
to corroborate her prudence, and 
ftrengrhen her virtue. Why will you 



leave refources 



the 



hurt you, 

ISPot that I am in the leaft'of your 
opinion oh the fofs you think you fuf- 



the change of 



M 



i v 



tred is alwavs niore ingenious : and 
clear fighted than friendlHip. Your 
old aunt's virtue will never permit 
her to flander her dear nephew, for 
virtue has its foibles. Again, your 
fears lead you into an error. It is not 
true, that the oUer women grow, the 
mote morofe and fever e they are. It is 

from forty to fifty that grief for faded 
beauties rage, to be forced to aban- 
don 
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don pretentions and pleafures to which 
the mind is ftill attached, make al- 



moft all women peevifh and ridicu- 
bus. It is neceflary they fhould have 
this long interval to prepare for this* 
great facrifice : but when it is once 



i -, t ' * -it 



compleated, they 'divide into two* 
clafles. * 

^ 

The moft numerous, which are 
tlfofe who never poffeffed any thing 
but youth and beauty, fall into a 
weak apathy, from which they never 
recover but for play and a few prac- 
tical devotions -, that clafs is always 

F * 

tireforiae, often morofe x fometimes 
marplots, but rarely mifchievous. It 
is not eafy to determine whether thbfe 
women are or are not fevere ; without 
ideas, or in a manner without exif- 

_ w 

tehee, : they repeat indifferently, and 
without comprehending, every thirtg 

they Hear; and are, as to thsmfelves, 



• * 



non entities. 



The 



i<4 DANGEROUS 

The other clafs, much more un* 
common, but truly valuable! are thofe 
of good difpofition, who having cul- 
tivated their minds, can create them- 

fclves an exigence, when nature fails j 
and can, when the embellishments of 



*+ — 



the outward figure are ufelefs, place 
them to their minds. Thofe women 
have mod commonly a found judg- 
ment,) and a mind replete with folidU 
ty* good humour, and kindnefs. 
They replace the feducing charms 

with attractive goodnefs and chear- 

fulnefs, whofe charms increafe with 
their years. Thus they may be faid 
in fonae fhape to renew their age, by 
gaining the affections of the youthful 
part of fociety. But far from being 
what you call moraft and fevere j the 
habits of indulgence, the long reflec- 
tions on human mature, but efpecially 
the remembrance of youth, by which 
alone they have a relifli for life, would 
rather make them too condefccnding. 

lean 
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I can aver, having always cultivated 
an intimacy with old women, of vvhofe 
good opinion I fa w early the advan- 

T 

tage, I have known feveral who I fre- 
{juented as much from inclination as 
intereft. I ihall flop here j for I dread 
you fhould fall in love with your old 
aunt, you are fo apt to be inflamed 
fuddenly and morally, and bury your- 
felf with her in the tomb you have fo 
long dwelt in. 

But to return. Although you feem 
enraptured with your little fcholar, 1 
fancy Ihe has no fliare in your pro* 
je&s. You found her ready to your 
.hand, and took her: be it 4b. But 
that cannot be called tafte. It is not 
even, properly fpeaking, an enjoy- 
ment 4 you poffefs her perfon only* 
Not to mention her heart, which I 
fuppofe does not give you the leaft 
uneafinefs, you don't even engage her 
imagination* I cannot tell whether 
you have obferved it, but I have a 

proof 
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1 

proof of it in the laft letter (he wrote 
me : I fend it you, that you may be 
convinced. Obferve, always when 
fhe mentions you, it is M. de Valmont i 
all her ideas, $ven thofe you raife, ter- 
minate in Danceny -, (he does not call 
.him Monfieur, but plain Danceny. 

i 

Thus (he diftinguifhes him from all 
others : and even giving herfelf up to 
you, (he familiarifes herfelf only with 
him. If fuch a conqueft has any thing 
bewitching^ if the pleafures you re- 
xeive are fo attaching^ you 1 are certain- 
ly modeft, and not difficult to pleafe. 
Keep Ber j I agree to it ; it is even a 
part of my fcheme : but I really think 
it (houUl not difcompofe you in the 
leaft. You Ihould alfo have fome af- 
cendant over her, and not fuffer hff 
jto draw near Danceny, until he is a 
little worn out of her memory. 

Before I think of your coming to 
me, I muft tell you this pretended 
ficknefs is an exploded common trick. 

bn 
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On my word, Vifcounr, you lack in- 
vention 1 I am alfo guUty of repeti- 
tions fometjmes, as you fhall bear: 
but I endeavour to amyfe oy thje cir- 
cumftances; and fuccefs juftifies me. 
I am going to attempt another adven- 
ture. I will agree, it has not the 
merit of difficulty ; but it will be a 
diftra&ion at lead, for time lies very 
heavy on my hands. 

I cannot account for the rcafon, but 
fince Prevan's affair, Belleroche is be- 
come infupportable to me. He has 
redoubled his attention., tenderntfs, 

w 
W 

■and veneration, to fo violent a degree, 
I can hold out no longer. His wrath 

^ 

at the lime was pieafant enough ; but 
it was neceffary to check it, otherwife 
I nuift have committed myfelf ; there 
was no making, him liflen' to reaffin, 
I refolved to fhew him more affection, 
to bring him round more eafily \ he 
has taken it fo ferioufly, that ever 
fince he puts me out of all patience 

with 



^ 
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with his eternal charms. I moreover 
take notice of his infulting confidence, 
for he really looks on me as his pro- 

s 

perty. I am really humbled. He 
holds me cheap, indeed, if he thinks 
himfelf capable of fixing me. He had 
the aflurance to tell me lately, I never 
ihould have loved any other but him. 
Then, indeed, I loft all patience, and 
was obliged to call my prudence in 
aid, not to undeceive him inftantly, 
by telling how matters flood. He is 
certainly a pretty fellow, to afpire to 
an exclufive right ! I will allow, he is 
well made, and a tolerable perfon : 
but take him all in all, he is only a 
manoeuverer in love. The rime \$ 
come, we rnuft part. 

I have endeavoured at it this fort- 
night paft. I have, by turns, treated 
him with coolnefs, capricioufnefs, bad 
humour, quarrelled even ; all in vain : 
the tenacious creature will not quit 
his hold. I muft, then, ufe fome 

I vio* 
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•violence j. for this purpofe I take him 



ivith me to the country. We fit out 
the day after to-mbrrow. We (hall 

-only have fome people' of no confe- 
tjuence, and not very decerning, and 
(hall be almoft as much at liberty as 
if we were alone. There ' I Ihall lb 

| T 

overload him -with love and fondneff, 
•we ihall fo live for each other only, 
that he'wiR wifli to fee the end of 
this journey, which is now iis great- 
eft blifs, more than I fliall ; and if he 
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'does not return hjore tired of me than 
1 ihall be' of hin$ I confent you may 
Tay, ^ybu knew more of the matter 
than I do. 

F 

The pretence for this retreat is, I 
•want ferioofly to employ my time 
in preparing for my^great law fuit, 
that is to be decided the beginning 
of winter, which pleafes me much ; 
for it is really very difagreeable to 
have one's fortune in fufpenfe. Not 
that I am uneafy about the hwe j for, 

Vol. III. I firft, 
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firft, J have right on my fide, u 

all my lawyer* a0ure me ; — if it 
even wqs not the cafe, I Ihould be 
very unfcijful, jpdeed, if I could not 
gain a fuit againft minors of tender 

years, anjUhcir qlg\ guardian: how- 
ever, *s noting muft be ornitted in 
a buftnefs p,f fifh goniequenoe, j[ frail 
have two lawyers, with me. Wfll not 

this be a fprightly jay njc ? If J gain 
my cayfe, jnd lofe Belleroche, J (hall 
.not regret trjc time. 

Now, Viftount, I wi^giye yoy a 

4\undjed guflfles before y*ou qarnc his 
fpccefforj I forget though you, never 
guefs any thing — Why, Dangeny. 

You are aftonimed ♦, for I am not yet 
reduced, ta the education of children* 
This one, however, deferves an ex- 
cegtian in bis favour. Jrfe has the 
graces, of yoyth , but not its frivolouf" 

nefs. His relerve in a circle is well 

adapted, to banifli all manner pf fcf- 

piciop, Sujd' be is the more amiable 

f \ - .... 

i when 
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when in a tete-a-tete ; not that I yet 
have had one with him on my own 
account. I am oily his confidant : 



but under this mafk of friendlhip, I 
think I fee a ftrong inclination for 
me, and I already feel a violent one 
for him. It would be pity fo much 
wit and delicacy ihould- be facrificed 
and ftupified with that little ideot 
Volanges. I hope he deceives him- 
ftlf in thinking he loves- her ; fhe 
is ib far from defrrving him. Not 
that I have the ka:t tin&ure of jea- 
loufy '- but it would be murder; and 
I wiih to fave Danceny. I therefore 
beg, Yifcount, you will ufe your en- 
deavours that he may not come near 
his Cecilia, as he has got the difagree- 
abb cuftom Gi calling her. A firft 
liking has alwavs an inconceivable 



power. If he \va- aow to fee her, I 
could not be certain of any thing, es- 
pecially during my abftnee. At my 

I 2 return, 
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return) I (hall take every thing on:my- 
fetf, and will anfwer f or •the' fu beefs. 

I had fome notion of taking the 
young man with me; but facrifioid 
•my inclination to rru) ufual prudence : 
moreover, I fhould have been appre- 
henfive be might make fome ohferva- 
tions on Belleroche and me ; an idea 
even of fuch a thing would di fit raft 
me; as I wi(h to oficr tnyfelf imma- 
culate to bis imagination : fuch as 
one (hould be to be worthy of him. 

Paris, 08. 15, 17 



LETTER CXIV. 



flu Prefitknte de Tou rvel to Madame 

de Rose monde. 



IVI Y dear friend, my uncafinefs for 
the ftate of your health is fo great, I 

cannot forbear writing to you. With- 



out 
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out knowing whether yon will be able 
te anfwer me, 1 cannot avoid inter- 
rogating you . M. de Valmont's date, 
whick you '• tell me is not dangerous, 
does not, however, difpel my appre- 
hensions fb much as it does your's. 
It is no novelty that melancholy and 
» diftafte for company lhould be 
fymptoms of an approaching dtfeafe ; 



_ ji 



i.w:t» 



ly difortftrsj as well as thofe of 
the mind, incline us to folitiidc; and 
we often load thofe with ill temper, 
whofe disorder we ought t» compaf- 
fionate. 

H 

I think be ought, at lea ft, confult 
with fame one. How happens it* that 

being yourfelf indifpofed, you hare 

not a phyfician? Mine, who I feat 

for this morning, and whom, for I 

will not conceal it fron\ you, I con- 

fulted indircftry, is of opinion, that 

with perfons.of naturally an a&ive 

difpofition, this kind of fu$len apa- 
thy ihould by no means be negled- 

I 3 ed. 



r 
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cd. He t.-ld me ; moreover, disorders 
will nor five way to remed:es, whtn 
they have been neglected in the be- 
ginning. Why then run iuch a ha- 
zard with one ib dear to you ? 

It adds greatly to my uneafmefs, 1 
have not had any news of" him theie. 
four days. Good God ! I beg you 

will not deceive me on his ilate ! Why 

is it he has left off writing to me fo 

fuddenly ? If it was only the effect of 
ray ohftinacy in returning his letters, 

I believe he would have taken the re- 
folution fooner. Without having, 
however, any faith in forebodings, for 
thefe few days I have been in a mod 
melancholy fituation. I fear I am on 
the eve of tome great misfortune. 
You cannot imagine, and I am afham- 
ed to tell you, how much I regret not 
receiving thofe letters which I refuted 
to read. I was certain he at leal 1 '; 
thought of me, and faw ibmething 
that came from his hands. I did not 

open 
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open them, but I wept over them : 
my tears were fofter, and flowed with 
more eafe ; they only partly dttlipated 
the habitual oppreffion I experience 

fiflce frty rtturn. I ednjttfe you, my 

L 

nioft refpeftable friend, to write to 

me yourfelf as foon as you canj ia 

the nteaii timc^pf ay indulge tneeverjr 

day in bearing from you, and of hirau 

. I ,nOKv perceive, I have fc&rcely ft id 

i fcwd to .you ; but you know thf 
ferttiihcftt% my unreferved attachmcMy 
my tender gratitude, for yont Qnceref 

1 

friendship. You will forgivt my di£ 
trefs, my painful anguilh, for dread* 

ing «vik of which I ato, perhaps*: the 
caufe? Merciful Godi! this-defpond 
ing idea purfoes me and Wrihgp my 
heart. This misfortune only was 

wanting. 1 know I am born to ex* 

perience them all. 

Adieu, my dear friend 1 love me* 
pky the* Shall I hear from you this- 

day ? 
Paris, OR. i6 3 17 

14 LET 
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The Ftfcuint dt Valmont to the 
, Marftionefi dt Merteuil. 

1 T is a moft unaccountable thing, 
my charming friend, when we are ao 
a remote diftance, we cannot fo rea- 
dily undertone! each other. Whilft I 
was near you, we always had the 
fame fentiments, and viewed every ob- 
ject in the lame light; becaufe I am* 
now about three months abfent, we 

w 

are qo longer of the fame opinion on 
any thing. Which of us rs in the 
wrong ? You certainly will not heff- 
tatc in your anfwer : but I, more 
wife, or more polite, will not decide. 
I fhall only reply to your letter, and: 

continue to lay my condud open. 

Firft, accept my thanks for the in- 
telligence of the reports flying about 

met 
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me ; that does not make me uneafy ; 
f chink foon I fhall be f umifhed with 
materials to frttnce them all. Have a 
little patience ;• I fliall again appear 
more celebrated than ever, and more 
worthy of you* 

I expeft even they wHl give me 
cfedit far the affair of the little Vo- 
langes, which you affeft to treat as 
fuch a trifle : " as- if there was no me- 
rit in carrying in one night a -young; 
girl from a favoured lover ; > to make 
ufe of her after as- much as one chufes, 

even as their own property, and with- 
out any farther trouble ; to obtain 
from her what one dare not* even re* 
quire from girls whofe vocation* ie is; 
and all this without in the leaft dif- 
turbirtg her tender affeftion ; without 
making her in con ft ant, or evenfalfe; 
for Certainly I don't engage her ima- 
gination. So that after my fancy 1 !* 
at an end, I 'will deliver hfrr into her 
lover's* arms? without, as I may fay, 

I S her 
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her having taken notice of any thing. 
Pray is that fo common an exploit ? 
Yet believe, when flie is gone from 
under my tuition, the principles I 
have inftilled into her will neverthe- 
lefs difplay themfelves i and I pro- 
phefy, the timid fcholar will take a 
flight that will do honour to her mat- 
ter. 

If, however, they like heroicks bet- 
ter, I will fnow my Prefidcnte ; chis 
model cited for every virtue, refpoct- 
ed even by our cneatirfl libertines; 
infomueh, they had given up the idea 
of attacking her. i will fhew her ? 
fon*eftin: r duty and virtue ; facrifi- 
ring her reputation and two years 
prudence to run after the happinefs of 
pleafing mej intoxicated with lover, 
fufficiently recompensed for fo many 
lacrificcs by a word, a look, which 
yet (he wili not ab.vavs obtain, I will 
do more, 1 will even abandon her 5 

and if I know this woman, I fnall 
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not have a foeceflbf , flir wilt; rflftft 
tne neceflkjr of cwtfoknion i the hfr» 
bitude of pteafwe ; even the&frft fof 
revenge :< fhe flwtt hsee exUtall fc# ms 
ouiy; and let her c&ttex be long of 



jt r I alone wilt have ofkefleda 1 nd' 

fitor the battier y whe» ©ftce I fife t6 
this: triumph, I \^ i 11 tell my rivals, 
" that is *y *X$ok t fcarck the world 

tot fueh atf example.'* 

You- afk me whence proceeds thfr 
ejeeeflfre confidence? Why, for eight 
days pair,, I am my fair oners' confi- 
dant-* fife does not tell me her fe- 
cuecs, bu« I come aC the'rn ; two of 
her letters halve gitfen me fuffieieni! 
information ; the rcftl will only read 
out of cwiofify. I now abfolutely 
want nothings crotfft *ty fiitcefs bM 

admktanoev my meaAjres ane token ; 
I- flrali immediawfy eketfute them, i 
tbink you are tfuriotfs ; but to purtifli 
you for not believing my intentions,, 
you (hall not know tfoem *, you reaMy ins 

1& ' earned 
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earned defcrvc I iliould withdraw my 
confidence from you, at leaft, for this 
adventure *, were it not for the tender 
reward you have attached to its flic- 
eels, I would not mention it again. 
You fee I am vexed ; however, in 
hopes of your amendment, 1 will 
be fatisfied with this flight reprimand,, 
and my indulgent mind for a mo- 
ment, forgetting my grand projtft, 
ihall employ itlelf on yours. 

You are then in the country, dull 
as fentiment, arid iorrowtul as fide^ 
lity; and poor Belltroche, not fatis- 
fied with making him drink the \va- 
ters of oblivion, you will alfo put him- 
to the torture ; Ivjw does he like it ? 
Does he bear the naufeaof love well? 
I would rather than a great deal he 
fhoukl become more attached to you; 
I am curious to tarn what more effi- 
cacious remedy you w uid nlc ; I 
really pity you, to have been obliged 
to have recourfe to that. Never did 
I make love but once methodically; 

2 I cer- 
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i certainly had a ftrong motive, as it 
was with the Countefs de— — j and 
twenty time* in her arms have! bee» 
tempted to cell her> u Madam, I re* 
u noence the place I folic it, and per- 
° me to quit that I occupy." v Of aft 
the women I Hive had, fhe is the only 
one of whom 1 rake pleafure Hrfpeak- 
iog ill. Your motive, I muft owrrj 
ia truly ridiculous! and you was right 
ki thinking I ihould not guefs the 
fucceflbr:— What, then, is it for Dan- 
eeny you have taken ail this trouble? 
Ah, my dear friend, lee him alone to 
adore bis virtuous Cecilia^ and do not 
commit yoorfelf in this children's 
play ; leave the fcholars to be formed 
by good old women, or play with the 
pen doners at pretty innocent games* 
What, would you inftruft a novice 
who neither knows how to take or 
leave you, for whom you mull do 
every thing ? I tell you fcrioufly, I 

difapprove your choice ; and let it be 

ever 
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eve» fa fecree, it wiU humbte youin my 
ttin4 r and your own* confcience. You 
fey you have taken a great liking to 
him; ibtfi&atiie! yon certainly deceive 
yourffelf. I think I have difcoveretf 
the caufe o§ youc tfrror ; this fins dif- 
guft for BdlerocHe happened at a 
time of fear city, and Paris not offer- 
ing any chdice, yxsur livefy ideas fix- 
ed on the foft abjeift they met; bus 
femember, at your return you may 
ehufe among a; thousand ; and if you 
dread the ina&aa you. rifle falling 1 
kito in 4 deferring your choice, I offer 
myfelf for your, amufement at your 

kifure hours. From this time until 
your arrival; my great affairs wilt 

be determined one way or other; cer- 
tainly neither the litrie Voknges, nor 
the Prefidente even,, will employ me 
fo raueh v but I may devote myfelf ro 
you as much as you wtth* perhiapsi 
even before that time^ Inlay havede-> 

livened; the little one iota the hands of 

her 
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Iter dafcreet lover. Say what you: 
pleafe, which I don't agree to> thai it 
is noli an tttacbing enjoy ment r aa I 
intended % $nt fbouid ever retain; am id 



I *■ i 



of mc ftjpetior to all the reft ofnaaiw 
kind, I aflbmed foch a tone wbhlierr 
as I could not fupport long without! 
prejudice to my health; and fi 



this moment I am no longer <hejs> only? 
for family duty. Yom donfc uqdeiw 
ftand me; I mean II wait a fpcondi 
period to confirm my hopes r and give 
me full afliurance I have amply fuc- 
ceeded in my fcheme. Yes, my dear 
friend, I have already a firft indica- 
tion that my fcholarY huiband will) 
not die without pofterity* and the* 
chief of the houfe of Goroourt will: 

a: younger brother of than of Vairaontu 
But \bt me finifis. to my awn: liking* 
this bufinefs which I undertook 1 ati 
yourrequeft: remember if you* make* 
Danoeny inconftant> you deprive thor 
adventure: of iis> poignancy. Confides 

»lib> 
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alfo, in offering myfelf to you, I ha?c 
a right to a preference. 

I depend fo much upon it, I was; 
not afraid; to counteract lyourdefignsr 
hi even affifting to incrcafe the tender 
paffionof the difcreet lover, for the 
firft and worthy objedrof his choice* 
Having yefterday* found your pupil 
writing to him, and difturbed her iir 
this pkafing talk, for another ftilir 
more pleafing: I afterwards defired to* 

fee the letter^ as it was too cold and 
conftratned, I>made her fenfible it was* 
not thus (he Should confole her lover 
and made her write another which I 
didated ;. where,. imitating her mm- 

fenfe as well as I could, I endeavour- 
ed to feed the young many paffion* 
by more certain hopes; the, little. 
creature was overjoyed, fhe faid, to 
find fhe wrote fo well, and hereaf- 
ter I fliould hold the correspondence. 

What have I not done for this Dao- 

ceny 1 1 have been at once his friend, 

his 
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bis confidant, his rival, and his mif- 
trcfs; even at this, in ft in t, I am en- 
deavouring to fave him from your 
dangerous toils r ay, dangerous; for 

^ 

to pofleis, and then lofe you, is pur- 
chasing a mom^t'S happtnefs withW 
eternity of regret. ; : 

Adieu, my lovely friend! muiter 
up resolution to difpatch Belleroche as 
foon as poffible; think no more of 
Danceny* and prepare to again find 
and, return me the delicious pleafurefc 
of our firft connection.. 

* — 

4 

Off; 199 17; 

r 
\ 

J 

P. S. I congratulate you* on*, the, 
approaching decision of your great, 
caufe i 1 fhould be very happy this- 

event fhouid occur during mv reign* 



r 
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LETTER CXVI. 



Chevalier Danc&ny to Cecilia Vo- 

■ 1 ,' 



F h 



LANCES, 



ADAME de Mcrtoiil fee 



M 

this J morning for ! the countty j thtJi 
-im I deprived, my charming Cecilia; 
of my oofy remaining confbJation in. 
your abfcnce, of converting of you 

with our mutual .friend: fhe haa 
given me leave for fome time pad to- 

diftingtulh her by that 1 -rltle ; I ac- 
cepted it the more eagerly, as te ha* 

fomething the appearance of drawing 
me Dearer to jrou ; * fee w a moft 

r 

amiable woman, and knows how to add 
the moft attractive charms to friend- 

fhip : — It would feem as if thi$ 

pleafihg fenfation was embelliftied and 

ftrengthened in her the more, for what 

foe 
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fnt refnfes to love. You cannot ima- 
gine how much flic loves vou \ how 
pleafed fhe is to he;r* mc (peak of you : 
in is this certainly that attaches me io 
much to her, What happinefs, to 
cxift only for you both! to make 
fuch fudden tranfuions from the ec- 
ftafy oflove, to the charms of friend- 
(hip; to devote my life to it; to be 
in fome meafure the point of re-union 
to your reciprocal attachment; to be 
convinced the happinefs of the One 

is alfo that of the other. 

You cannot, my charming Cecilia, 

love this adorable \,oman too much : 
add to my attachment for her, by 
{"baring it with me. Now lexperier.ee 
the charms of fiiendfliip, I wifh you 
alfo to tafte them ; I think no enjoy- 
ment complete you do not partake of : 
Yes, my dear Cecilia, I wifli to infpire 
you with all the tender fentiments; that 
every idea fhould convey happinefs to 

you \ and would ftill think I returned 

you 
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yqa only a portion pf the felicity fc 
have received from you. 

Alas! thofe enc^tiog dreams are 
only the pleafing fancies of imagina- 
tion, and reality only offers me morci-. 

tying priyations* I now plainly fee. 
I mult. give up the flattering hope of 
feeing you in the couutryMny fole 
cpnfolation is endeavouringjp be per-; 



fuaded you cannot aecomplilb it. and: 
you. do qot chufe. to ajBiA roe /norr 
by informing me. of, ( it^ twice alrea^ 
have I lamented this difappointmeot,., 
audireccived no reply :*-r Ah ! Cecilia, 

I really belifvse-youjovc me withyourr 
vthole tfpul, but your* hearty is not fa" 
ardent as nsine. If the obftacks were*. 

J 

left to me tp be removed, or my own 
loterefts to be managed inftead of 
yours, I wquld foon convince you 
nothing was impofQble to love. You 

do not inform, ipfc even when this- 
cruel abfence is to be at ah end : here 

* -■ 

fcrely,I cao fee. you; your enchanting: 

* looks 
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looks would revive my forrowful heart 
which is almoft totally deprefled 

forgive, my dear Cecilia, my fears 
they are not fufpicious ; I place im 
plicit faith in your love, in your con 
ftancv ; I fhould be too miferable 
had I any doubts; but fo many ob 
ftacies dill renewed — I am, my dear 
very much dejedted : — Madame de 
Merteuil's departure has renewed all 

my forrows. 

Adieu, my dear Cecilia, adieu! 
Remember your lover is in affliftion, 
and you only can make him happy. 



Paris, 08. 1 7 
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Cecilia Volakges to the Chevalier 

Danceny. 
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(DUfdid-fy Vahnont.) 
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you think my dear friend there 
is any neceffity to be angry with me 
to, majce me melancholy, when I know 

th'ihV I have not my fhare of fufferings 
as well as you M eVeh ^artafct of 
thofe I am obliged to give you; and 
ftill you are unjuft. I fee plainly 
what puts you out of temper ; it is 
becaufe I was filent to the two requi- 
sitions you made xo me here; do you 
think an anfwer to it is foeafy to give > 
Do you think I do not know what 
you want is not right ? And if I am fo 

diftreffed 
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diftreffed to refuie you at fuch a dif- 



iT 



tance, how would it be if you was 
here? Then again I rauft be afflifted 
all my life for giving you a moments 

confutation. 

I hide nothing from you, I give you 

my reafons, you may judge for your- 
felfi I Ihould perhaps have done what 
you wi!h, had it not been for what I 
wro f e you, that M. deGercourt, who 
is thecauie of all ou: trouble, will not 
come io foon; and : s mama is greatly 

pleafed with me nov.^ I cards her as 
much as poffiblcj who knows what I 
may bring her to- if we could be 
happy without having any thing to 
reproach my fell; wiui, furely it would 
be much better. If I am to believe 
what I have often heard, that men, 
when they have lov^d their wives be- 
fore marriage, do not love them fo 
much after ; the dread of that reftrains 
me more than any ihing: — Are you 

not 
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rot fure of my heart, and will there 
not be always time enough; 

I protnife you, if I cannot avoid 
tiarf ying'M. de Gercourt, tf ho I al- 
ready hate without knowing him, 
nothing (hall prevent mefrom being 
yours as much as I can, even 

any thing, as I do not mind being 
loved by airy bat you:— you wiH 
Tec if I aft wrong it fhall not be my 
fault ; the reft is indifferent to me, 
provided you promile to love me al- 




* F 



ways as much as you do now.* 
but until then let me be as 1 am; 



•i« f 



and do dot aik a thing I have 
reafobs not to do, and am vexed to 
refufeyoo, 

I would lik^whe be very glad M. 

de Valmout would not befo prefling 
on your accob (it, which only makes 
me more unhappy: he is your very 

friend I allure you } he does every 

thitig as you would do yourfelf j but 
adieu, my dear friend! it was when I 



began 




iltil 
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began to write, and (pent a g 

of the night at it. -1 ^goiqgWbed 



p*r,r 



to retrieve 




. J embrace 



you ; but do not fcold me any more. 



08,-' i& , nymfii 






I 



fry- 



i 
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j. 
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Chevalier Danqeny /oifc Marchionefs 

de Merteuil. 




i 

F I ajn ;to credit my almanack, my 
charming friend you, are afcfent only 
two days ; but my heart tells me it 



an 



own 



dojStrme then, the heart muft 



time you. lhouW 



■ * 



fee ,believed 



return : furely your affairs Ihouj^ ,fce 
finished by this time. How eaa I be 
any way concerned in the fuccefs of 



*■ * 
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mull fuffer by your 
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abfence 
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abfence ? I am now much inclined t# 

^ 

fcold ; and it is really hard, being fo 
ripe for bad humaur, I dare not give 
way to it. 

Is it not a fpeqpfr «f infidelity, to 
leave your friend^tfter .having ac- 
cuftomed him not to be able to exift 
out of your prefence ? Your lawyers 
will even find it difficult to defend fo 
badacaufe: befides, thpfe gentlemeij 
generally make ufe of arguments 
which are not valid anfwers to fenti- 

ments. 

You have given me fo many for 
this journey, that I am lick of them, 

i 

and will pay no farther attention to 

+ 

them, ^vere they even to perfuade 
me to forget you. Yet that would 
T>ot be fo unreafonable, nor fo diffi- 
cult, as you may imagine : it would 
be only layings afide the habit of al- 
ways thinking of you ; for nothing 
here, I can affure you, would ever 

recall you to my memory. 

Our 
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Our prettieft women, thofe eycti 
called the moft amiable, are fo infe- 
rior to you, that they could give but 
& very faint idea indeed. I even 
think, that, with all their pra&ifecf 
looks, the more one might at fir ft 

think that they refembled you, the 
more ftriking the difference would 

afterwards appear. In vain do they 
ufc their utmoft exertions ; they al- 
ways fail being you; and that pre- 
cifely conftitutes the charm. Unfor- 
tunately, when the days are fo long, 
and one is unoccupied, reveries, ideal 
proje&s, and chimeras, fill the brain; 
the mind acquires a degree of eleva- 
tion. We are intent on ornamenting 
our productions ; we colledt together 
every thing that can pleafe ; we ar- 
rive at length at perfeftion; and 
when we are there, the portrait brings 
us back to the original, and one is 
quite aftonifhed to fee that you were 
the only object of all thefe turns of 

K 2 the 
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'ftemind. Eveft at this riioftiferit I 
am the dupe of pretty much the 
famefort of error. You fancy, per- 
hajfe,'- tharit was in order tb employ 
^hiyfelFon your fubjefti that/I re- 
folved tb write to you — not at -all: It 
was in order to direft my attention a 

* % 

little from you. I have a hundred 

things to teli you, 6f which you 
were not* the otyeft, and wbich, ne- 



rvefthelefs, you ^fery well know con- 
cern me nearly ; and yet it is from 
thefe things my attention is led away. 
Sihce when, then, do the charms of 

i 

Friendship dHfipate thofe of Love ? 

"If Tcdfifidered it narrowly, perhaps 
I flibuld have to jepsoach myfelf 
but huih ! Let \js forget that fmall 

"fault, fe'ft \te retepfe into it ; and let 

; even ; my beft fhrtatle' friend be in ig- 
norance of ^t." 

Why are ytwi abfent ? Why hot 
here to give mean! arifwer ? To recall 

jne if Tftbttld J ftray ? To talk to me 

of 



C 0.1iN>SCTI»0JU. t %ft 

of my Cecilia > To add, if poilble, 
to the happinefs I experience in loye-. 
ing her, by the additionally charming 
idea. th|t it is your friend I loY€& 
Yes, I ayjQw; the 1qy/s ihe irifpires me. > 
is . become more precious. Since youi 
have been kind enough, to. become 
the confidant of it, I feel fo great 
a pleafure. in. opening my : heart co> 
y»u^ in iritse^eftapg yours in my fcnrir. « 

meats, mdepofiting them there with-; 
out tefcive! I, think them the 

dear to me in proportion a& you- con-. 

* 

defcend to hear them ; that I look afr 

■ 

you, and fay to myfelf,. It is in ben 
that all my happinefs is centered*. 
. I have nothing new to inform you o£ 
as to my fituation. The h$ letter I 
received from her increffes, and 
gives a degree of fecurity to my 
hopes; though fhe ftill brings a de- 
lay to them, yet her motives are (a 
tender and honourable, that I can. 
neither blame her, nor* complain of 

K 3 iu 
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it. Perhaps this is obfeure to you ; 

but why are you not here ? Though 
we can fay every thing to a friend, 
every thing cannot be written^ The 
fecrets of love efpecially, are fo de- 
licate, that one ought not to let them 
go in that way, relying on honour. 
If they are fometimes permitted to 
go abroad, th&y never ihould be per- 
# mitted to go* out of fight ; they ought 

even to be watched back to their new 
afylum* Return, then, my adorable 



fi 



; you fee your return is n< 

4. 

forget, then, the tboufand 



teach 



not. 



I have the hq^our to be, &c. 



Parity 08. 16, 17 
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LETTER CXIX. 



Madame dc Rosemonde 16 the Prcji' 

L 

itnti de Tourvil. 




L THOUGH, ftill fuffering 
much pain, my lovely ' dear, '. I en-, 
deavour to wrke to you myfelfc in 
order to tell you what interests you 

.■■■ M 

fo muc£. My nephew ftill prefer vei 
his mifanthrophy : he fends every 
day regularly to enquire about my 
health ; but has never come once in 

4. 

perfon, although I requefted it; fo 
that we fee no^Myre of him than if 



he was at PjWP This morning 
however, I met him, when leaft'ex- 
pe&ed : it wks in my chapel, where 
I came down for the firft time iince 
my painful diforder. They inform 
me, for four days paft he goes there 

K 4 regularly 
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regularly every morning to mafs, 
God grant it may laft. 

When I entered,^ he congratulated 
me very affectionately" on my reco- 
very. As mafs was beginning, we 
broke off the converfation, expefting 
to renew it afterwards : he difappeared 
before I could join him again. I 

mil not? conceal from you, he it 

fome&iiig altered*} but, my lovely* 
dfcar; dd hot mike me usptm my 



confidence in your gdod feirfe, by 
your too great uneafineft; and be 
affured I tf ould rather afffift than de- 
<iei*e ydu. 
If my nephew continues to treat 



fnc fo feVerely, I am refolved, w 



I afti fome thing |g||, to vifit hi 





ki his chamber,^Bu endeavour to 
divfe info the caufe ©f this eitraordi- 
Aary madiiefij ifrwhkh you certainly 



j- 



fiaVe feme ihare. The refuit of my 
dbfetvations you ^lall be informed. 

I muff leave off, not beitog able to ftir* 

my 
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my fingers. If Adelaide knew I had 
been writing, (lie would be very much 
vexed. Adieu, my lovely dear ! 

Cajtle of 



Oft. 20, 17 



LETTER CXX. 



Vi [count de Valyont to Father 

Anselmus, 



(Of the Feuillant Convent. 5/. Honori 



S 



tree!,) 



N 



OT having the honour of being 



known to you, Sir, but thoroughly 
acquainted with the well-placed con- 
fidence Madame the Prefidente de 
Tojrvel repoles in you, I think I may 
addreis myfelf to you without being 
suiity of indiicrenon, to obtain an 
effential piece of fervice, truly wor- 
thy your holy miniftry, wherein Ma* 

K 5 dame 
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dame de Tourvel's advantage is equal* 
Jy concerned with mine. • 
Having in my poffeffion fome pa- 

* / 

pers of confequence that concern her 
nearly, and fliould not be en traded 
to any perfon, which I neither ought 
or will deliver but into her own hands. 
Bring deprived of the means of in- 
forming her of this refolution, for 
reafons .which you may probably have 
learned from her, but which I do not 
think myfelf at liberty to acquaint 
you with, {he determined to refufe 

i 

cortefponding with me ; a determina- 
tion which I do not now in the leaft 
blame, as flie could not fbrefee 

h 

events, fo unexpe&ed, and which re- 
quired the fupernatural power, that 
one is forced to acknowledge for their 
completion. Therefore I requeft, Sir, 
you will be fo good to inform her of 
my new refolves, and afk, in my name, 
a particular interview, where I may 
m feme roeafure repair the injuries! 

have 
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have been guilty of by my apologies ; 
and, as the lad facrifice, annihilate 
in her prefence> the only remaining 
impreffions of an error or crime, 
which made me culpable towards 
her. 

It canaot be until after this pre- 
liminary expiation, I ihall dare, at 
your knees, make the humiliating, 

avo'wal of my long bad con4u&, and 
implore your mediation, for a (till 
more important, and, unhappily, a. 
much more difficult reconciliation* 
May I hope, Sir, you will not refufe 
me your affiftance in a bufincfs fo ne- 
ceflary and fo important; and that 
you will vouchfafe to aid my weak- 
cefs, and guide my fteps in this new 
path, which I ardently wifh to follow, 
and to which, with fhame* I own 

myfelf an utter (hanger. 

I wait your anfwer with the impa- 
tience of repentand?*that wifhes to re- 
form i and beg you will believe me 

K 6 'to 
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to be, with as much gratitode as Vc 



aeration, 



Your moft humble, &c. 



J 

P. S. I authorife you, Sir, if you 
think proper, to communicate this 
letter entirely to Madame de Tour- 
vel, who I (hall make it my duty to 

refpeft during the reft of my days, 
and whom I (hall never ceafe to re- 
vere, as the inftrument heaven has 
been pleafed to ufe to bring me back 
to virtue, by the ftrikidg example of 



* 



er own. 



Cajlle of 

Oft. 22, 17. 
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LETTER CXXIl 



i 






fbe Marcbionefs de Merteuil /# 

Chevalier Danceny. 




Received your letter, my very 

young friend, and muft fcold you be- 
fore you receive my tfianks for it} 
farther I warn you, if you dd not 
amend, you fhall not have any an* 
fwer from me. Leave, then, that 
wheedling ftile, which is bin mere 
cant, when it is not the expreffion of 

love. Is it the ftile of friferidlhip} 
No, my dear friend ; each fentiment 

r * J 

has % its peculiar language fuitable to 
it ; and to ufe, another, is to difgiiife 
the thought we fhould «prefs. lam 
well aware our fitly women do not. 
underftand what is faid to them, un- 
lefs it is tranflated in fome fhape into 

this fafhionable nonfenfe : but I ima- 

i gined 
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gined you would have diftinguifhed 
me from them. I am really hurt, 
and, perhaps, more than I ought, 

you fhould imbibe fuch an opinion 
of me. 

You will find in my letter what is 
wanting in yours, franknefs and fia> 
plicity. As I (hall fcy, it would-give 
me infinite plcafure to fee you, and 
am grieved t& have only thofe about 
me who ftupify me inftead of thofe 
that give me pleafure j but you tranf- 
late this fame pbrafe thus : Teach me 
to live where you art abfent i thus, fup- 
pofe you was with your miftrefs, you 
could not live was I abfent. What a 
misfortune !' And tbefe women that al- 
ways fail being me !■ You will find* 
perhaps, that wanting alfo to your 
Cecilia ! This, however,, is the ftile 
which,, by the abufe now made of if* 

* 

is beneath the nonfenfe of compli- 
ment, and becomes a mere pr eceden r, 

to 
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to which no more attention is paid 
than to y4ur moft humble fer vant. ' 

I- m 

My dear friend, when you write to 
me, let it be to exprcfs your thoughts 
and feelings, and do not fluff your 
letter with phrafes, which Hhall find, 
without your afliftance, well or ill told 
in the firft romance of the day. 1 
hope you will not be difpkafed at 
what I now fay, if even you fliould 
difcover fome pacvifcnefs in it} for 
it mud not be denied I am a little To 

4 

at prefent. To avoid even the Sha- 
dow of the defect with which I re- 

f 

proach you, you rauft not be tbtd, 
perhaps, this peevimnefs is not a lit- 
tle increased by the diftance I am 

from you. And I am inclined to 
think, all things considered, you are 
more eligible than a law fuit and two 
lawyers, and, perhaps, even the </- 
tenthe Bellefoche. 
Obferve, inftead of being afflicted 

at my abfence, you ihould be highly 

atifkd i 
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gratified ^ for I never before paid you 
fo handfome a compliment. Your 
example influences me; I (hall be apt 

to wheedle. No; I will retain my 
fjncerity : it alone allures you of my 
tender friendlhip, and the interefting 

things it infpires. Is it not very 
pleating to have a young friend, 

whofe inclinations lead him eliewhcre ? 
However, that is not the fyllem of 
the generality of wo;r.en, but it is 
mine. I always thought the pleafure 
greater, and more iati ^factory, in a 

fentiment where there is no appre- 
henfion. Don't you chink I have af- 
fumed the chara&er of confidant for 
you tolerably toon : but you chufe 

your millrefs fo young, that, for the 
firit time, I begin to think I grow 
old. You are certainly right, thus to 
prepare yourlclf for a long career of 
conftancy > and I fincerely \vi(h it 
may be reciprocal 

You 
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You do^tfght to ctarHh ftki tender 
and honourable motives^ which you ifayj 
retard your hopes. A long defence is 
the only merit* of thofe who do not 
always refift: and I fhould think it 
unpardonable in any othet-but a\chi|^, 
like the little Volanges > npt to fly a 
danger, of which fhe has had fuffi- 
cient warning by the confeffion (he 
made of her love. You men have no 



and 



i 



r e 
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know 
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that independent of the fault fhe 
commits, -a fingle weaknefs is on£ 

+ 

of the greateft misfortunes j and I cin* 

jwt conceive how any can fall, i£ 
they have a moment for refle&ion. 

Do not attempt to combat this idea : 
it principally attaches me to you. You 
will fave me from t&e dangers of love v 

4 

and although I have hitherto guarded 
myfelf againft them without your af- 
fiftance, yet I confent to be grateful, 

and 
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and Ihall love you more a$d the bet- 
tcr for it. 

On which, my dear chevalier, I 
pray God to have you in, his holy 
keeping. 

Cafile of 

OEl. 22, I/ 



LETTER CXXII. 



Madame de Rosemonde to the Prefi- 

dente de Tourvel. 



.\ 




Flattered myfelf, my lovely daugh- 

ter, to have been able to calm your # 

uneafmefs ; with grief, however, I am 
forced frill to increafe it ; yet be pa- 
cified, my nephew is not in any 
dangerous way. I cannot even fay 
he is really fick. Still there is feme- 
thing very extraordinary in his dif- 
order, which is incomprehenfible. I 

Jrft 
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left bis chamber with fenfations of 
grief, and even of terror, which I 
blame myfelf for imparting to you, 
and rt ill cannot conceal. I will give 
you an account of the tranfadion. 
You may depend on its veracity; 
Were I to live eighty years more* I 
Ihould never forget this melancholy 

fcene. 

I went this morning to fee my ne- 
phew. He was writing, furrounded 

with a heap of papers, which appear- 
ed to be the objeft of his employ- 
ment. He was fo deeply engaged, I 



room 



about 



As foon as he perceived me, I ob- 



endeavoured 
compofe his countenance, and per- 
haps ic was that made me pay more 
attention to it. He was undrefied, 
and without powder ; but his coun- 
tenance pale, wan, and very much 

altered j his look, which ufed to be 

fo 
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ib gay and lively, was melancholy and 
dejefted : and, between ourielvcs, I 
would not for any confuleration you 
had feen him thus, for his whole de- 



V r\ * 



portment was \ery ahcc'tin^, and the 
mod apt to inipire that tender com- 
panion, which is one of the mofc 
dangerous fnares of love. 

Although ftruck with thofe re- 
marks, yet I began a converfarion 
as if I had not taken notice of any 

r 

thing, Firft, I enquired about his 
health; and without laying it was 
very good, he did not complain o-i 
it's being bad. I then becan to la- 
ment his recluknefs, which had ibme- 
thing the appearance of a disordered 
fancy, and endeavoured to mingle a 

little Iprighdinels with my reprimand : 
but he replied in an afte&ing tone ; 
<( I confefs it is another eiror, which 
" {hall be repaired with the reft.'' 
His looks m^re than his reply, dii- 
concerted my chearfulnels ; and I told 



*• ;t 



m 

•hiity he took up A Wttle frierftWy rt- 

W^Heh'began •: focRat «h{Hffer- 
=erit Matters. 'A ''Httljs #Kii<f rfter he 

"tfhti vi>Me life, %otiW,<£ertfctjis, iron 
call him back to 1 PaHs. ; I'Wattaid 
to gueftat it, 'my 'lovely u o"ear; amid 

Wlhis -beginnntg 'ftouTd lead to a 
confidence I did not' w'rfh, sikeW him 



/ ' 



no queftions, but only replied, a ' lit- 
tle diffipation might put him inlietter 

health ; fay ing, at'this timeTfltouldtiot 
pttfs him, as 'lovlnjg thy friends for 
their bvvnfitke. At '-litis fo i fimple a 
fpeedh, he {breezed trty frauds, ^an'd 
with a vehemence I can't' txpfefs, 
"Yes, my dear aim t," faid he, '" love 



<c 



a nephew tvM rebels : M the- 

"rifhesyoui and^a^^yWia^We 

" Kim for his Wn Take. ■ 'Bbtot J be 
» affiicled at Kfi ha^W&tf ; do 
" not difturb with any ftrfrow^dtc 
tt eternal tranquillity he foon hopes 



« 



to 
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" to enjoy. Repeat once more, yov 
u love me, you forgive nje j yes, you 
€( will forgive me j I know the good- 
€C nefs of your heart : but can I hope 
u for the fame indulgence from thofe 
" I have fo grievoufly offended ?" 
Then leaned down towards me, as I 
believe to conceal fome marks of 
grief, which, however, the tone of 
his voice betrayed. 

Inexpreffibly affected, I rofe fud- 
decly ; and he, no doubt, obferved 
my affright, for inftantly compofi^ 

himfelf, he replied, " Your pardon, 
< c Madam, I perceive I am wander- 
" ing in fpite of me. I beg you will 
" remember my profound refpeft, 

" and forget my expreffions, I (hall 



\ 



u not omit waiting on you before my 
" departure tcr renew them." This 
laft fentence feemcd to imply a wifli, 
I (hould terminate my vifit j I accord- 

ly retired. 

lam 



* % 
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I am loft in refle&ion, as to his 
meaning. What can this affair be, 
the great efl of bis whole life ? On what 
account mould he aik my pardon ? 

From whence could that involuntary 
melting proceed whilft he was fpcalc- 
ing? I have fince put myfelf thofe 
queftions a thoufand times, without 
being able to folve them. I can't 
even difcover any thing relative to 
you ; yet, as the eyes of love are 
more penetrating than thofe of friend- 
ship, I would not conceal any thing 

from you that paffed between my 

nephew and me. 

This is the fourth time I have fat 
down to write this long letter, which 
I mould yet have made longer, but 
for the fatigue I undergo. Adieu, 
my lovely dear I . 

Cafile of 
051. 25, 17 
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F<*/&r Anjselmus to the .^ifinuvt de 



r * * 



Vai»wo»t. 



r 
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^Received, Monfi«ur Vi&ount, • the 

letter you did mc the honour to write 

satrtei and yefterday, as you tequcfr. 
-ed, Waited on the perfoii mentioned. 
3 kkl before her the motives and in- 



tentions that' induced you r 
fure. Although very dec 



mined to 



purfoe the prudent . refolution Ihe at 
ifirft took, yet; on the remonftrances I 
wade, that bya reforfal (he might iri- 
<tiurivhe dagger of ihn»wiog.an obfta- 
cle in the way of four '. cdnverfion, 
and in a manner opppfc the ^efigns of 

all-merciful Providence, ?fte content- 

i 

ed to receive your vifir, on condition, 
neverthdefs, it flxall be the laflf and 

^^ ' _-■ 

has 
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fah ddwtd me in inform -yxra, ihe 
&o*Jd (be * -fawkie to Ttottrfilay nc*t, 
the a£ch. If this d*y faold *kot In 
«mv«iicw for you, pleafe to infotnfc 



Jier, and appoint fome other •, your 
letter urail lie rweivtd. 

Give we leave to recommend to 

you, Sir, to avoid delays, unlefe for 
very cegetft reafons, that yoj* may as 
fotth as paffiWe give yourfelf up en* 
tirely to the laudable difpofirions you 
tKprcfs. Remember, whoever is filent 
to she calk of divine graccj expofes 
hitofelf to have it withdrawn ; that if 
the divine bouncy is infinite, the dif- 

■r 

penfation of it is regukted by juftice; 
and the time. may come, when the 



*•'■ 



be changed 



God of tttngeancc 



with 



lonfide^ce, be affured 



care fhall be devoted to you the in- 

fhnt you require it. Let my bufinefs 

be ever fo great, the moft important 

Vol. III. L (hall 
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ihall ever be to fulfil the duties of the 
holy miniftry, to which I am parti* 
cularly devoted ; and the mod valua- 
ble part of my life, that wherein I fee 
my weak endeavours crowned with 
the benediction of the Moft High. 
We are weak finners, and cannot do 
any thing of ourfelves ! but the God 
that now calls you is omnipotent j and 
we fhall equally owe to his goodnefs j 
you the defire of being reunited to 
him, and I the means of conducing 
you. It is with his divine afliftance-, 
I hope foon to convince you, that 
religion only can give even in this 



afld 



the 



paffions. I have 
vith great refpeft, 



&c. 



Paris, Oft. 25717 
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LETTER CXXIV. 



fbt Prefidente ie Tovrvel ta Madame 

dt ROSEMONPE. 1 




HE aftonifhment in which I am 
thrown, Madam, at the news I re- 
ceived yefterday, will not, however, 
make, me forget the fatisfa&ion it 
ought to give you, therefore I am in 
hade to impart it. M. de Valmont's 
thoughts are no longer taken up with 
me or his love* he wifhes nothing 
raor£ ardently, than to repair, by a 
more edifying life, the faults, jor ra- 
ther the errors of his youth. This 

great event was announced wjnebr 

Father Anfelmus, whom he 
to be bis dire&or in future,* 
treat with me of an interview, the; 
principal defign of which is, lima*; 

L z gine, 




gine, to return my letters, which he 
has kept hitherto, notwithftanding 
my requifitions. 

I cannur undoubtedly bur applaud 

this happy change, and congratulate 

myfeHV tt> as he-fays, f have any way* 
contributed to fo Bbt why fhould I 
have been the instrument, and that^at 
the cxpence of my repefe for Ufa? 

Could nor M» dt Valxnontta happiacft 
U completed but by my naiaferiame > 

Oh ! forgive tne thit coiDphmt^ mjr 

rood induJgeatftiend I tknow it: does 

not belong ta mortak to; fathom the 

decrees of heaaen; Wbilft Lam: iocefc 
fipttly and vainly imploring flrcngtfe , 
to overcome nw uflfimwiare paflton* 



prodigal crfWt? fkvour ta him 
does not fiie &r it, and leaves 
s a prey to my weaknefs. 




fiifle thole guilty murmurs, 

prodigal fon at his return, 

find more grace with) his father, than 

the one who never bad been abfent ? 

What 
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What account can we demand of him 
who owes us nothing ? And were it 
poffiblc we could have any pretentions 
in the fight of God, what could mine 
be? Should I boaft of a modefty, for 
which I am only indebted to Val- 
mont ? It was he faved me ; and fhall 



co 



i 



be 



happinefs 



their expence. Doubt lcfs, in his turn 
he fhould come back to our com- 

■ 

mon father. The almighty hand that- 
formed him" fhould cherilh its own 
work* He did not create that charm- 
ing being to be reprobated. It is me 
fhould bear the pain of my daring im- 
prudence. Should I not have re* 
hefted, fince I was forbid loving him, 
Hhould not indulge myfclf in gazing 

on him. 

My fault or misfortune is to have 
rqe&cd this truth too long. . You, 
my *dcar.: and. worthy friend, will be 



u 



L 3 mg 
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my witnefs, I fubmitted to this lacri- 
fice as foon as I difcovered the necef- 
fity of it : but to render it complcat, 
there wanted the circumftance of M. 
de Vahriunt not taking any {hare ia 
it. Shall I confefs to you, this is the 
idea that atpreient torments me moft 
Intolerable pride ! which alleviates 
the evils we endure, by a confeiouf- 
nefs of thofe woes we caufe to others ! 
But I will' conquer this rebellious 
heart. I will accuftom it to humilia- 
tion. 

This, motive exclufive of all other 
confiderations, made me at lad con- 
fent to receive next Thurfday, M. de 
Valmont's painful vifit ; — he will then 
tell me he no longer knows me; that 
the feeble, tranfitory impreffion I had 
mace on him exifts, no longer! tie 
will look upon me without any emo- 
tion, whilft the dread of revealing 
mine will caft my eves down. Even 

w m 

jhofe very letters which he fo long re- 

fufed 



ii 
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fttfed to t»y repeated; foliciaawns-, t 

flull recrive from bisiodifferenoe'; he* 
Willi rerun* them as ufetefo trite* h<< 
no longer cares ibr j and my trending 1 

hand) will recti v«c thw hWnful trift 
from s tranquil fteady ene ; hft her 
will depart ! — Depart for trer! 
My eyes which will folio*; biro, wilt 
not fee his return to me. 

Am I then rrfcrved for all this Jm^ 
miliation ? Let me at teafl* make ir 

* 

ufcful by being penetrated' with' a frnfip 

of my weaknefe. — Thole fotfn he 

* 

will no longer; keep> I vr'M lay upv 
witfccatv: —I will impoft on myself • 
the (name of daily reading them untifc 
my tears have defaced the left letter 
and his, i will deftroyi as infe&r* 

i 

with the dangerous poifon which har 
tainted my foul. — What then » 
love, -which makes us regret even the 
dinger ir- eapofe* m to>, and dread 



feeling it, even when we can no longep 

itifput it ? Let me fly this deftruc- 

tivc 
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ttve paflioo, which leaves no choice be- 
tween Ihame and mifery, and often 
reunites* them : — let prudence then- 
replace virtue. 
How diftant is this Thurfday fttfl! 

Why ean't I inftantly qonfummate 
this forrowfol facrifice^ and forget at 
once the caufc and the objeft ? Thi* 
vifit importunes me ; I repent having:; 
promifed it — what occafion.to fee me 
again — what are we now . to each, 
other? If he has offended me,. I for- 
give him — I even congratulate him., 
on his reformation^ 1; praife him for* 
it i I do ^ore, I- will follow his exam- 
ple j. and,, fedueed by the fame errors,, 
his example fhall reform- me.- But, 
why, when hisrefolutian is to fly me,, 
why begin by feeking me ? The one. 
that is in moft danger,, ought they not. 
to forget the other^ Doubtlefs they r 



(hall hereafter be 



fate care. 



With 



; 



C 0'»»8G'T I ON 1 8. r* $ 

Willi yuerpeftfcifflon, rty<*mWMe 
f fiend, ir Ih^l4 b* iritfh p* Twin oh- 
dertake this difficult tafle $ if I ftimjW 
want affiftance, or perhaps confola- 
tion, I will n#t receive it fnJm any 
other — you alone underftand and can 
fpeak to my heart : — Your endearing 
friendihip will fill up my exiftencej 
nothing will be difficult to fecond your 
cares : — I (ball be indebted to you for 
my tranquillity^ my happinefs, my 
virtue; and the fruits of your good- 
nefs will be to have at length made 
made me defervihg of it. 

I believelhavcgoneverymuchaftray 

in this letter, at leaft 1 think fo, from 
the perturbed ftate I have been in 
during the whole time: — If there is 
a fentiment which ought to make me 
blulh, cover it with your indulgent 
friendfhip; I fubmit entirely to itj 
I have not a wilh to hide from you 

any emotion of my heart. 

Adieu, 



tii DAN GBR OU S 

Adieu, my moft refpeftable friend 
I hope to be able in a few days to an 

nounce that of mv arrival. 



Paris, Off. 25, 17— » 



END OP THE THIEB YOIUME. 
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